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The Rector’s Report 2012 – 2013
� MGR RODERICK STRANGE

Continuity and Change
During this year, the College statue of
Bede, carved by Fenwick Lawson ten
years ago, was taken away for a while to
be cast in bronze.  This copy, known as
young Bede, now stands in the entrance
to the Palace Green Library in Durham,
the exhibition centre where the
University’s Rare Books and Treasures
such as the Lindisfarne Gospels are
housed.  We were delighted by the
suggestion that our Bede should be
present there in this way as a symbol of
the local intellectual tradition and
delighted as well to have such a link with Durham.  What could be more appropriate?
The Beda reaches out.

In September 2009 twenty-one new men arrived at the Beda.  Less than two years
later one of them, P.J. McManus, died.  His memory lives on.  But the twenty others, at
varying paces, have all moved to ordination.  Three have been ordained to the
priesthood already, two are about to be ordained as deacons, and the rest are to be
ordained as priests in the coming months.  They will be working in the United States
and Australia, in Sri Lanka, Samoa, and Tanzania, as well as in the United Kingdom
and Ireland.  The Beda continues to reach out.

This year we were joined initially by seventeen men, two of whom are not resident.
Besides those who are British and Irish, others have come from Australia, Nigeria, and
the West Indies.  Some have already discerned that ministerial priesthood is not their
calling, or at least not yet.  Nevertheless, at the start of the year 61 of the 64 student
rooms were filled, so the House was virtually full.  There were also six external students,
so we began with 67 men in the community altogether.  Four were graduates, but the
other 63 were seminarians.  Twenty-one nationalities were represented with half the
house coming from Britain and Ireland.  Those are the bare statistics.  But what of the
year itself? 

Mgr Roderick Strange



It has been a time of change.  As the College year ended in June 2012, Sr
Assumpta’s failing health had already forced her to return to England.  Her contribution
to the Beda’s life over decades has been inestimable, her teaching, her care for the library,
her oversight of the kitchen, especially during holidays or on Sundays, her presence at
the liturgy, both singing and reading, her accompanying students, both as year tutor
and then literally to hospital if they were unwell, and most of all, her actual presence,
just being herself amongst us, can never be measured.  How could such a gap be filled?
And then during the summer, Carlo and Orlanda finally left after 46 years of living and
working here.  Their devotion to the Beda has also been incalculable, both in the kitchen
and in the garden.  And, besides those more specific duties, the eye of care they have had
for the College as a building, the fabric of the place, and, of course, for the students.
We owe them so much. 

Nor does the changing end there.  Other changes are pending. Fr Dermot McCaul
has been at the Beda for the last ten years as Director of Human and Pastoral Formation.
His experience for 16 years as a priest in Africa, for six years as Provincial of the British
Province of the Society of the Missionaries of Africa, for 13 years as a parish priest in
North London, and then his qualification in psychotherapy and related aspects of
formation made him marvellously suited for his role here.  A constant refrain of these
Reports of mine, because it is fundamental to the formation we offer, is the crucial part
that human formation plays in preparing people for ministry.  If we are carrying
baggage, but ignoring it or hiding from it so as not to deal with it, it will surely ambush
us at a later time, harming us and damaging those whom we are meant to be serving.
How often when pastoral situations turn sour is it due to pastors not having had the skill
or perhaps the courage to deal with their own demons?  And how often when, despite
the challenges, pastoral ministry flourishes, it is due to pastors having matured in self-
knowledge and so no longer being held hostage by issues which could have haunted
them, but which in fact they have faced and resolved.  Instead of being split, they have
become properly integrated.  This aspect of formation is vital.  The process will not
always be a very comfortable one.  There may well be resistance to be overcome, and that
is understandable.  People are being asked at times to explore the darker recesses of
themselves.  But when it is done with respect, it bears real fruit.  While helping the men
with whom he has been working to have a better understanding of their own
responsibility for their formation, and of confidentiality and of boundaries, Fr Dermot
has also raised the awareness of us, his colleagues, of the vital part these issues play in
formation.  His influence for good has been wide-ranging.

Besides Fr Dermot’s departure, the College is also losing Abbot Timothy Wright
this summer.  He has been with us for the past seven years as a spiritual director, coming
to Rome when his period of office as Abbot of Ampleforth was completed and hoping
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initially to work at the Pontifical Council for Inter-Religious Dialogue.  That plan proved
to be impossible and so, as our community was growing, it was a delight to welcome him
to the Beda as another spiritual director alongside Fr Jim Brand.  At the same time, he was
also doing work for the Abbot Primate, travelling the world to explore the state of relations
between Benedictines and Muslims.  That work has led to his acquiring a Doctorate from
Lampeter as well.  And twice a year he has been visiting Chile, supporting a community
there.  His energy is extraordinary, so that, contrary to what might be expected, these
other activities have not meant that his care for the men he was directing here has ever
been neglected.  On the contrary, men have paid tribute to his insight and the individual
help they have received from him, while the community at large has benefited from the
breadth of his experience and the way, for example, his travels have informed what he has
been able to offer the College more broadly.

And there has been another change.  During the year Sr Fidelis Shepherd who
has been a member of the FMDM community at the Beda since 2003 was recalled for
work in the community of the Mother House at Ladywell.  Over her years here she has
given untold help to men especially those for whom English is not their first language.
It is demanding, pains-taking work, that requires great patience and many people are
deeply indebted to her. 

So many changes.  And the response to these changes has needed to be more than
simply a matter of finding replacements for those who have left us.

Even before Sr Fidelis left us, we had been joined by Sr Carmel Spratt who had
spent the previous thirty years working in Australia.  It was a great wrench for her to
make the move and come to Rome, but her coming reveals her generosity and
commitment.  She joins Sr Maura Bermingham and later in the year they are to be
joined by another FMDM, Sr Felicity Scanlon, so there will be the three of them in the
Beda community again.  And these changes offer an opportunity for reflection.

When the FMDMs first came to the Beda in 1960, there were seven or even eight
of them, occupying a wing of the College on the second floor as their Convent.  In those
earliest days, working tirelessly for the community as they did, they were also rather
separate: they had their own entrances, corridors, staircase, community mass.  Then
that changed, especially with Sr Assumpta working as bursar and starting to teach, and
later with Sr Catherine Purvis taking on responsibilities as bursar and as Rector’s
secretary.  The Sisters were by that time in any case joining the main seminary
community for mass and often for Office as well.  My predecessor as rector, Monsignor
Brian Dazeley, brought about a further shift by demolishing walls so that separate
corridors and entrances became superfluous.  And now it seems sensible that, while
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they maintain their own distinct identity as a community, they should all the same be
more integrated into the College’s life.  And so they will be joining us more regularly in
the refectory which is a delight.  And it has been agreed that the Convent should be
redesigned, upgrading the sisters’ rooms, but concentrating the Convent area within a
smaller section of the wing they have been occupying, as there will be only the three of
them, rather than the eight which it was established to accommodate.  The other section
of the wing will now become the Administration area, containing the bursar’s,
secretary’s, and librarian’s office.  So there will be some major building work in the Beda
this summer.  At least some things never change.

At the moment there is also a need for a second spiritual director.  They are not
easy to find.  I had a hope at one stage, but it proved to be impossible.  However,
Monsignor Peter Verity is imagining how he might cope if he is to be the only spiritual
director we are to have next year, and Fr Samuel Pusateri, OSB, from St Paul’s, continues
to be our external confessor and has agreed generously to be available for spiritual
direction, when needed. 

And here I wish also to mention Fr Jim Brand who was spiritual director at the
Beda for seven years and who died in Holy Week.  I was able to attend his requiem in
Garston where he had been parish priest for ten years until 2000, and was touched to
see so many Beda men present to pray for him and pay him tribute.  On arrival, piano
music was being broadcast over the car park, a typical Brand touch.  (He is remembered
in an obituary elsewhere in The Review.)

As last year’s Report indicated, next year Fr John Breen, although remaining Dean
of Studies, will be taking up the more particular role of Director of Human and Pastoral
Formation, the position held by Fr Dermot.  They have worked together closely over the
years and Fr John is taking care to prepare himself well for these fresh responsibilities.
I am very grateful to him.  Meanwhile, Sister Patricia McDonald, besides her teaching
and other duties, will act as Academic Programme Director, overseeing the curriculum,
the timetable, and the Beda’s relationship with our partner, St Mary’s University College,
Twickenham.  We are very fortunate to have so expert a practitioner to take on this
complex role.  And the relationship with St Mary’s continues to be a success, offering
men the opportunity to acquire qualifications that recognise and reward their studies.

During this past year, we have continued to enjoy the support of the external
professors who visit us to teach.  Their help is an indispensable aid for what we are
doing.  They have been a significantly stable group for some time; the only newcomer
this year has been Fr Anthony Milner who is the Theology tutor at the English College.
It has been good of him to add these responsibilities to his others.
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A further area where there has been change has been, of course, in the kitchen.
Not only were Carlo and Orlanda so generous in what they did for us, they lived on
site.  How were we to manage without them?  Once again, rearrangement has been
necessary.  Their place has been taken by Maria Grazia Bologna and her sister, Pina.
Both of them have been working here for many years now.  They are Carlo’s nieces.
And they have been joined as well by Angelo Malaspina who came some years ago,
when Luigi Divona retired.  None of them lives in, but they cook lunch and prepare
food for the evening.  Have standards been maintained?  As for puddings, so for pasta,
the proof is in the eating.  And a visiting Cardinal has described the lasagne he was
served as the best pasta he had ever eaten.  Moreover, when some of the personale need
to stay, for example, because of a festive evening meal, rooms that were used by the
Ottaviani family before, have been redecorated and become bedrooms for their use.
These plans have worked well.  And the apartment that Carlo and Orlanda occupied has
itself been refurbished so that a family visiting the College could stay there. 

A great deal of thought and care has gone into these developments and our bursar,
Annalisa Bonanni, has spent long hours and days thinking through these plans so that
they would be for the best.  Her foresight and her grasp of detail are outstanding and
her management of the College’s resources has brought real benefits.  She has also been
aware of the Beda’s extraterritorial status so as to be able to make greater use of the help
the Vatican can give us.  Their readiness to assist has been a boon.

Larry and Edna Tongco and the rest of the personale continue to be a gift for us,
generous and hard-working.  And we have been joined this year by Ivano Mammone
who is helping Larry with the general maintenance of the College.  The condition of the
building after more than fifty years is good, but it needs to be looked after and cared for.
Having accomplished people on site like Larry and Ivano who work well together is a
further real advantage for us all.  It is far better than having to call upon various
individual companies when problems arise.

Then, in December, when the English College celebrations for the 650th

anniversary of the founding of the pilgrim Hospice in 1362 were coming to an end,
they were visited on their Martyrs’ Day feast by the Duke and Duchess of Gloucester,
representing Queen Elizabeth.  The Duke and Duchess had visited the Scots’ College the
evening before which was, of course, St Andrew’s Day, but they were also kind enough
to visit the Beda as well before leaving Rome.  It was an honour for us and a way too, as
we form men for lifelong commitment, to pay tribute especially in her Jubilee Year to
the example that the Queen’s long reign inspires.
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Amid all the changes and celebrations for this year, however, the election of Pope
Francis is the memory that will remain most securely in the memory.  The white smoke
billowed forth as the mass was ending on 13 March, that Wednesday evening during
which some of our men had received the Ministry of Acolyte.  During the festive meal
that followed, the election of Cardinal Bergoglio was announced.  While members of the
community may not have been in St Peter’s Square, the wonders of technology meant
that they could keep up with what was going on minute-by-minute.

I did not write to the Pope immediately, but on Easter Sunday I sent a letter to
assure him of our prayers and to invite him to visit the College, perhaps when he was
coming to visit San Paolo fuori le mura.  I mentioned how touched we were because his
motto, Miserando atque Eligendo, is taken from the writings of St Bede, reflecting on the
call of St Matthew.  Soon afterwards, in a gesture characteristic of Pope Francis, Vatican
officials came to assess the possibility of his coming to us before celebrating mass in
San Paolo on 14 April. In the event, it proved to be impracticable.  There was not enough
time.  Instead, however, we were given special places in the Basilica for the mass and
afterwards the Pope greeted each member of the community individually.  We felt most
privileged.

Last year’s Report that had spoken about a difficult year, concluded by observing
that, while the Beda would remain the same, it would also be different in the future.
That is what this Report has been trying to describe.  Continuity and change need to go
hand-in-hand.  The process never ends, and we go on looking to the future with
confidence and courage.
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Beda Review
Farewell to the Beda
� FR DERMOT McCAUL

“Of special importance is the capacity to relate to others. This is truly
fundamental for a person who is called to be responsible for a community
and to be a ‘man of communion’ ”.  
John Paul II

As I say farewell to the Beda
College and my ten years of
involvement in formation I face
the usual emotions which surface
at such a time, particularly a
feeling of regret at leaving behind
so many good friends and
memories, mixed with a quiet
confidence that these years in the
Beda College have been among
the most rewarding of my life.

From the beginning I experienced the Beda as a special place offering excellent
direction to a wide-ranging student body in a quality environment.  At the end of a
“come and see” visit in 2003 the Rector said to me, “If you join us here, this place will
be your home”, a sentiment and choice of words that meant a lot to me because of what
it indicated about my new environment.  My own experience as a missionary in Africa,
then as a team priest in a multi-ethnic London parish and later as a student in the field
of psycho-spiritual growth had helped me to understand that a sense of home and
belonging is essential for the personal growth of those living under the same roof and
called to full-time ministry.  It is a real challenge to develop a way of living that honours
and attends to the uniqueness of each person and sees difference as a gift.  Yet this is
where the sharing of talents and expertise becomes life-enhancing, where the act of
belonging draws forth commitment, and where supporting the welfare of one another
encourages fulfilment and vision.

Over time as these thoughts were reflected upon with the Rector and the senior
formation team we realised that while the multi-cultural and very varied professional
background of the student candidates offered good potential for the sharing of life
stories that in turn would develop good, life-changing listening skills, the challenge
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remained as to what kind of process would be required to ensure success.  We began to
think this through, carefully and prayerfully, and gradually a clear picture of the process
began to emerge.  It would require absolute commitment to confidentiality, trust and
openness from everyone, that is, from those in formation who would be guided and
encouraged to take responsibility for their own personal growth, but also from their
formators.  From the outset it was clear that the induction period for new students
would be an important moment in the life of the College, for it is a moment of transition
and vulnerability.  It is a time when the candidates learn to recognise the importance of,
and accept, the process that will help them discern the quality of their call and find a
truthful and meaningful answer to the question: “Why am I here?” 

The fruits were soon evident.  Honest and confidential sharing was helping to
develop good relating skills and diminish tendencies of racism, ageism and other forms
of fear.  Attitudes and behaviour were developed that help promote the Kingdom values.
A later pivotal moment for this process was the outcome of the discussions Fr John
Breen and I had with a representative from Lampeter University about this aspect of our
partnership with them.  The issue was: how does an academic institution monitor a
process of such integrated development?  A way was eventually agreed that
acknowledges and actively promotes integration of the pastoral, spiritual, human and
intellectual pillars of formation.  This external form of supervision has greatly helped
in keeping the focus on good practice.  And with that good practice came signs of
students becoming increasingly aware of their need to work on personal issues such as
self-esteem, anxiety, difficulty with authority figures, anger and so on.  The outcomes
of this work included a growing sense of personal freedom, a deeper prayer life, often
finding God in the very issues most difficult to confront; and for ordinands it provided
confidence and guidance as they faced their new pastoral ministry.

Over these years I have come to appreciate more and more the importance of
personal supervision.  I see it as an act of caring not only for myself but also for those
for whom I have responsibility.  It helps to prevent personal issues from getting in the
way of attentive listening.  It sensitises one to recognise and encourage moments of
growth in others, and to avoid as far as possible contaminating that growth with my
own un-reflected issues, or being paralysed by those of others.  There is, I feel, much
truth in the saying that we can only lead people where we have gone ourselves.  It is so
good to hear students in the fourth year recognise their need to put in place appropriate
supervision when they eventually meet the reality of priestly ministry.  And it is
especially good to experience the awareness in the formation team of the importance
of supervision for themselves, so that our collective gifts are directed to the care and
welfare of those in our charge. 



As I said above the Beda in my view offers a quality environment not only
because it is a Roman Pontifical College with all the associated romanita’, nor because
of the access it provides to Rome’s historical and cultural richness but also because of
its situation so wonderfully close to the Basilica of St Paul Outside the Walls, one of the
great churches of Christendom.  It places both staff and students in the shadow of St
Paul, the Church’s greatest messenger of the Good News, and I have felt re-energised
at every visit, especially on festive occasions.

In keeping with this environment is the Beda’s renowned spirit of hospitality.
One has only to be present at the dining table to meet interesting people, clerical and
lay, from all over the world.  It has been encouraging to experience the support and
affirmation of the visiting bishops representing the England and Wales Bishops’
Conference.  I have enjoyed, too, the company, insights and humour of so many of our
visiting Professors.  We have been truly blessed to have men and women of such quality
committed to the pastoral formation of the students.

There are so many others I will remember.  Above all it has been a great privilege
to work with such an interesting student body, made up of men of different ages, life
experience and ethnic backgrounds, all giving themselves to a search for personal
growth in the service of Christ and his Church.  This could not have happened without
the commitment and dedication of the whole formation team, and I thank them for
their constant support and companionship.  I wish, however, to end with a particular
note of gratitude to the Rector, Mgr Rod Strange, who has given me unwavering
encouragement and support from the beginning; and to Fr John Breen who throughout
brought to the process of integrated development a special quality of critical affirmation
and commitment that has made all the difference, and means that it is now in very
good hands.  

“For everything its season, and for every activity under earth its time” 
Ecclesiastes 3:1.

Fr Dermot McCaul has just left the College after a ten-year involvement with the
formation of students in his role of Human Development.

FAREWELL TO THE BEDA
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Views of Rome: A Tone Poem after Respighi
� PETER ROZITIS

Overture
The plane is coming down.  We have descended through the Antarctic cloudscape.  The
water is blue.  A striking, emphatic sort of blue, but still, oh so much more still than the
waters I have left.  I can see small craft on the water.  We are zooming in.  I can see the
pattern of roads and waterways appear.  Now there are houses that seem to grow up
and swell before my eyes.  The earth rushes nearer and nearer.  There is a bump and a
shudder.  To my surprise the passengers applaud: Fiumicino.

From the window
From my fourth floor window I can see one of the places in Rome I love most.  So much
has happened there; not just in historic times, but to me and to my colleagues.  We are
in the midst of history, we make history and we become history.

It’s the basilica of San Paolo fuori le Mura.

Next to it, and closer to me, there was a construction site with two cranes; Simon
and Jude, we were told in a homily.  The arm of one of them would reach out at me as
I lay on my bed staring out the window.  Reached out as if to tell me: “Stop dreaming,
get up and write that essay, it’s due tomorrow.”

Now that site is a hospital...

Every day we cross the road, once, twice, sometimes thrice, for the coffee.  Italian
coffee is the cheapest and the best in the world.  That cafe was built whilst the hospital
was being constructed.  It made good coffee so easily accessible...

One of our first masses was in the chapel at San Paolo...

Every year in January we would go to the Basilica for the Unity Week vespers at
which the Pope presided.  At other times we would go to masses and vespers with the
Benedictine community who look after the Basilica, or for occasions like the Sant’
Egidio Community  Mass, and the mass of thanksgiving for the canonization of St Mary
of the Cross, Mackillop...

On Wednesday of Holy Week pilgrims walk to each of seven churches around
Rome (a walk of some 12 miles).  They pray two Stations of the Cross at each church.

Beda Review
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For us San Paolo has been the starting point for this walk...

We encountered history there on the second Sunday of Easter, when Pope Francis
came to celebrate Mass.  All of us had a close up view from beside and slightly behind
the main altar, and some of us had the privilege of being deacons for that mass, others
served, and distributed communion. 

Later we were ushered to the Papal car.  We thought we would at least get a close
up view as he drove away, but it was better still.  Each one of us was ushered into his
presence for a personal audience.  The highlight though was being ordained deacon
there, last year.  One year later we were at the ordination of the next year of deacons.  It
was my first view of Rome when I arrived, and my last as bags packed I headed to the
airport: alpha and omega. 

Tiber from the Train
What is Rome without the Tiber?  It snakes through the city, and you see it everywhere.
It runs by our College.  Often I have stopped and looked up and down stream and
mused.

My enduring memory though is a fleeting but regular glimpse, as the Metro
emerges, after Flaminio, at Lepanto, to plunge down again to Ottaviani.  On one side
Castel Sant’ Angelo disappears, on the other bridges rush past as one looks towards the
Olympic stadium.

We are on our way to San Pietro.

In the first weeks in Rome we came through here on our way to a general
audience.  Later we were en route the mass for the opening of the African synod of
bishops.  The following year it was for Mary MacKillop’s canonization.  We stood for
hours in San Pietro square and in the end missed out on communion, but it didn’t
matter because we were there, and she was Australia’s first saint.

We also made that journey each year to spend endless hours waiting, just outside
the Vatican, for Italian authorities to deal with the paperwork necessary for a permit to
stay in Italy. 

The restaurant on the roof of the world
There are many fine vistas in Rome.  There are seven hills and each offers a special view.
Perhaps most famous is Gianicolo, with Mr and Mrs Garibaldi glowering down on the
tourists.  Once we saw a film crew at their feet.  They brought with them endless
caravans, taking up all the available space and rehearsed one chase for, it seems, hours.



There is the glorious view from the Pontifical North American College, next to the
Vatican, but my favourite, the one I show all tourists who expect me to show them the
sights is here, a cafe on a terrace on a rooftop at the Museo Capitalino.

Even getting here is entertaining, walking past Colosseo, the forum, Carcere
Mamertino, (putative site of St Peter’s imprisonment) and along a winding alley, then
through a nondescript doorway and up two flights of steps to a breathtaking vista of
Rome from its very heart. 

Over there is the Pantheon.  There in the distance St Peter’s.  That building there
I am not sure of but it’s one of the Ministries, perhaps Justice.  That square dome?  Yes
the only one of its kind in Rome.  It’s the Synagogue.  One of the most moving gite I’ve
been on was to there.

But wait.  We are getting close to dusk now.  Look in the sky... there... those specks.
They are flocks of starlings.  Flocks and flocks of them.  Every starling in northern
Europe makes the annual pilgrimage to Rome for winter.  There are more of them than
there were tourists in St Peter’s square for Benedict XVI’s last audience.

That’s why I love this view of Rome; like us the birds come each year, stay as long
as they must, and return to their real homes: avis viator.

Dawn over Circo Massimo
It’s Lent.  So much of our life here is liturgically conditioned.  I don’t mean just the
masses and prayers.  Rather it’s that the Eternal City, much as the civil authorities might
like to keep it secular, marches to the beat of Church time.  Ordinary time is punctuated
by the special times the Church commemorates, and by festas, the sanctoral cycle.

And Lent means the station masses.  The traditional basilicas of ancient Rome
host pilgrims as they gather to worship.  These basilicas are scattered throughout the city
and several involve taking the Metro to Circo Massimo and walking, either in the
direction of the Tiber, or in the opposite direction past the Terme di Caracalla.  The
English language masses are at 7.00 am and in late February to early April it’s still dark.

Experiencing these churches, not as works of art, archaeological specimens, nor
tourist attractions, but as what they were designed for, places of worship, is a truly
moving experience.  Then as we hurry back to the Beda, and breakfast the sun rises
over the racetrack. Especially coming from the baths’ end, the ruins silhouetted against
the brightening sky is one of my enduring memories.
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The Palatine
It’s a wonderful Roman custom.  Every year around June all the archaeological sites
controlled by the Italian government are thrown open to the public free of charge.

I have climbed the Palatine to see how the other half lived.  Some of the houses
are in better repair than others.  Nero’s Golden House for instance is in good condition.
However, I am looking at a complete ruin.  It’s the House of Livia, the formidable wife
of Augustus, that same Augustus whose decree “that all the world should be taxed”
brought a young Galilean couple to Bethlehem where a child was born to them. 

Augustus would have lived there with his wife.  The house is now nearly non-
existent but there is sufficient masonry left to be able to make out its floor plan.
Walking round the house on the hilltop one sees a dome peeping through.  It’s the
church built on the tomb of the man that child sent into the world to be the rock on
which his Church is built.

EUR
Rome is full of monuments: the Colosseum, the Baths, the forum, the walls and
aqueducts.  Ancient times, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, every period is
represented.  The follies and esprits de joie (like the pyramid brooding over Piazza dei
Partigiani) are all there.  Anything you can do, I can do better.

We are well outside the ancient city now.  It’s EUR; built by Mussolini, originally
intended for a trade fair to be held in 1942.  Its very name redolent of this: EUR, an
acronym from Esposizione Universale di Roma.  The fair never took place, World War
II intervened but the monumental buildings survived and were completed in the 1950s.

When I walk down the steps from St Peter and St Paul church I think of
Haussmann’s Paris, the descent from Trocadero to the Eiffel tower.  I’m sure that was
in Mussolini’s mind.  I suspect as well he might have taken pride in the fact that though
historically Rome had a basilica of St Peter and a basilica of St Paul, his town had a
church of St Peter and St Paul.

Further along we walk through wide boulevards, with names such as “Beethoven”.
Turning left we come to Agricoltura.  All the buildings in the area are similar, chunky,
rectangular, large.  On one of these there are bas reliefs featuring vignettes from Italian
history.  The bottom panel is “Il Duce” riding a donkey.  Nothing changes. Rome has
great spiritual treasures; it’s also a huge monument to the pride of humanity.  Panis et
circenses.

VI EWS OF ROME: A TONE POEM AFTER RESPIGH I
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Finale
The plane lifts off.  It’s like the beginning but in reverse, we are zooming out and houses
shrink.  I can see the pattern of roads and water.  Somewhere down there is Tor San
Lorenzo where our final retreat was punctuated by planes.  Now there is only that
brilliant blue, the colour of the sea that awaits me at journey’s end.  The Antarctic
landscape of the clouds returns.  Nothing left to see, no more views of Rome; ever.

The fasten seatbelts sign is turned off, I take out my iPod; there’s always Respighi.

Peter Rozitis wrote this article at the end of his four-year course at the Beda and  has
recently returned to Australia where he was ordained a priest on 27 July 2013.
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Grazie Papa Benedetto
� SR CARMEL SPRATT

I know that I am so privileged to have been here in Rome at such an extraordinary time.
Sr Maura and I were conscious that we were watching a very historic event in the final
journey of Benedict XVI as Pope.

I am not sure if I can capture either the mood or significance of the events that
took place as His Holiness Benedict XVI announced on February 11th that he was going
to retire at the end of the month, February 28th.

Firstly, I would have to say, that unlike many others I was not overly surprised at
the announcement of the Pope’s retirement: I had seen Pope Benedict on January 25th

when I joined the Beda students at the Basilica of St Paul, where he had come to officiate
at the Vespers for the closing of the week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  At that time I
was close to him as he passed by and I got quite a shock to see how frail and tired he
looked.  I believe therefore that his decision was a very measured and wise one, and as
he said himself he no longer had “the strength of mind and body” to carry out his duties.

I noted others’ reactions, some asking, “How could he do this?” and others
affirming, “What a wise, prudent and discerned decision”.  Of course the radio and TV
went viral about the news.  Twice I went to the square within that week, and the place
was overrun with media people, most with a camera waiting to capture a comment
from the unwary spectator.  I managed to avoid them.  However, I was later interviewed
by BBC radio here at the Beda.  

Sr Maura Bermingham and I went to Mass in English at the church of the Holy
Spirit which is quite close to St Peter’s Square, on Sunday February 24th.  After the Mass
we made haste for the square for the Pope’s last Angelus.  The place was abuzz with
excitement and anticipation, all conscious that this would be Benedict XVI’s last
appearance at his apartment window.  When the Pope’s banner was unfurled from the
balcony a huge chant went up of “Grazie Papa Benedetto” and other such phrases, many
of which were painted on banners for all to see.  The excitement was electric and then
came the hush as the Pope delivered his message.  I thought that the Pope’s voice was
very strong; however he still looked very frail and tired.  After His Holiness had
withdrawn, people lingered around, talking and breathing in the impact of the occasion.
For me there was a kind of finality to this appearance at the window.

Beda Review
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GRAZ I E PAPA BENEDETTO

Then for February 27th we had tickets for the Wednesday audience and as so many
were expected to be present, consequently it was held in St Peter’s Square instead of
inside the Aula.  I understand that there were about 200,000 present for this last
audience of the Pope.  I had been with some Beda students to St Cecilia in Trastevere
for the Station Mass in the morning.  Then after the eucharistic liturgy we had breakfast
and walked to St Peter’s Square arriving about 9 am so as to be there for the Pope’s 10:30
audience.  We were fortunate in that we had tickets, as we were able to get inside the
barricades.  I got a seat on the base of one of the columns!  It was good being there early
to watch and pray and to relish the moments.  It was fascinating observing people
waving their banners, taking photographs, chatting, eating and enjoying just being
there.  Eventually the Pope arrived to rousing applause.  He was driven all around the
square in his “Popemobile” amidst the cheers and heightened emotions of the thousands
who were present and was welcomed by cheering throngs of pilgrims from all over the
world.   In a sense it turned into a farewell party with banners, balloons, flowers, flags,
posters, cheers, standing ovations, chanting of gratitude climaxed with a moving thank-
you speech from Pope Benedict XVI.  I experienced a wide range of emotions and
perhaps the most dominant was one of gratitude for this Pope who has given so much
and who had the courage to resign, give up the power, let go and move on.  He is a great
example for all of us who are in positions of responsibility, for there can be a tendency
to hold on, thinking that we are indispensable!

On Thursday 28th, the Pope’s last day in the Petrine Seat, I felt the urge to go back
to St Peter’s Square again to savour the mood and atmosphere of the day.  I left the Beda
at 2pm and caught the 23 bus to Via della Conciliazione and walked up toward the
square, passing the usual vendors still plying their trade as if nothing different was about
to happen.  The pilgrims and tourists were just wandering about.  I made my way past
the media scrum that was ready to pounce on anyone willing to offer a comment on this
the biggest news event of the week or perhaps of the century, especially for the Catholic
world.  I walked all around the square, stopping to look up at the Pope’s apartment,
imagining him packing his last items also in the hope that he might look out of the
window and wave back to me as I did to him!  I felt really sad; it was an unexpected
ending to a reign.  I prayed for Pope Benedict and for the Church.  I continued walking
past the big screens where people were beginning to congregate for the 5 pm exodus.  I
returned via the opposite side of the square and back by bus for my return trip to the
Beda.  In all it took me just an hour and a half.  I recall thinking, as the bus wended its
way through the city along by the Tiber and down Via Ostiense that for most Romans,
life went on as usual despite the momentous step that was being taken by Pope Benedict,
leader of over one billion people.
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GRAZI E PAPA BENEDETTO

Sr Maura and I watched the final hours of the Pope’s farewell on the BBC, from
the time he departed his rooms, to the farewells and the poignant moment as he entered
and was taken away in the white helicopter.   At 6 pm we went across to St Paul’s Basilica
for Vespers and holy hour for the Pope returning at 7.30 pm for the final episode of the
drama.  Some of the students went out to Castle Gandolfo, saying that it was an
incredible experience being there as the Pope came out on the balcony to give his final
message, expressing his gratitude for the welcome he received and saying that he will
simply be a pilgrim who is beginning the last part of his pilgrimage on earth.  I felt
highly emotional and sad as I watched the changing of the Guard and the Swiss Guards
being replaced by the Italian Police.  Then the locking of those huge doors gave a
poignant finality to an historic day.  Grazie Papa Benedetto. 

Sr Carmel Spratt is an FDFM sister based at the College.
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Gite: Beda 
Fuori Le Mura

LAURENCE GAMBELLA

e Beda gita (Italian for “excursion/outing”) programme was run every
few weeks with the idea of giving students an opportunity to spend their
day off in a different, more relaxed setting and to strengthen the bonds of
community and friendship. To cater for all tastes, a variety of events was
organised, of which here are one or two highlights: 

1) For the old feast of the English Martyrs a trip to the places
associated with Newman and the English Church in Rome,
including the Newman International Centre, Chiesa Nuova and
tour of St Philip’s rooms, Venerable English College, San
Giorgio in Velabro, Santa Croce in Gerusalemme and the old
Propaganda Fide.

2) Day in Tuscia with chestnut festival,  visit to ancient town of
Sutri, Lake Vico, Villa Farnese in Caprarola and vespers at
Trappistine convent, Vitorchiano.
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3) Visit to Gesù to pray beside relic of St Francis Xavier, exhibition on the
Indian emperor Akbar and trip to Hindu temple with lunch cooked
by the resident guru.

4) Trips to Gaeta, where the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception
was proclaimed by Pius IX, and Nettuno to see the shrine of Our
Lady of Ipswich and the tomb of St Maria Goretti.

5) Aernoon at the Capanelle racecourse to watch (and bet on!) the
horses.

6) Music day, with a tour of the church and convent of St Cecilia, sung
mass with the Pontifical Academy for Sacred Music and guided visits
to the Parco della Musica and Museum of Musical Instruments. 

7) Mass and tour of the scavi under St Peter’s, visit and talk at the
Russian Ecumenical Icon Centre and prayer at various non-Catholic
churches during Christian Unity Week.

8) Half-day outing to the Rome Biopark, which comprises a zoo and
botanical garden.

9) Corpus Christi Blessed Sacrament procession in Orvieto, joining the
local seminarians and being fed by the bishop!

All in all, a fantastic year of excursions – and we’ve only scratched the
surface! A great privilege to be studying in Italy and to have the
opportunity to do all of these wonderful things. ere’s no place like
home – or like Rome! 

Laurence Gambella is a College student who was ordained a deacon on 14 June 2013
and is entering his fourth year.
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A Month after Standing in a Rainy 
St Peter’s Square
� REV. TONY WOOD

It was a dull and rainy day when we stood in St Peter’s Square hoping to see white smoke
appear over the Sistine Chapel.  It would indeed be seen that day, but not until later in
the evening, when we were celebrating the reception by our second year men of the
ministry of acolyte in the Beda College chapel.  There was an ambivalence that night
about remaining in the house to continue our celebrations while parallel celebrations
would be going on in front of St Peter’s Basilica.  Still, I was comforted by the prospect
of a few more months in Rome and the chance of seeing the new pope for myself.  That
would not be for a while, however: though I had anticipated a large crowd for Pope
Francis’s first Angelus on the following Sunday, getting anywhere near the piazza was
to be near impossible.  So, the other deacons and I resigned ourselves to waiting until
after our pre-ordination retreat, which took us away from Rome – in fact away from
most contact with what would be happening outside the retreat centre at Tor San
Lorenzo.  Indeed, I would be away for even longer; when the other deacons returned to
Rome for Holy Week, I headed for my diocesan cathedral in Oban to assist with Holy
Week and the Triduum.  Oh well, I thought, at least when I get back the excitement may
have died down a little and it could be easier to get to a papal event.

So it was that three weeks after the election of Pope Francis, I returned to life at the
Beda, and we learned that to our great fortune the pope was coming to St Paul’s Outside
the Walls on the next Sunday for mass and to take possession of the papal basilica.  What
could be more providential after all the missed opportunities due to having been away?
We – the deacons –  might even get to distribute communion at the mass!

Little did I expect what would happen next.  After breakfast on the Tuesday, the
Rector asked me a question for which there was no answer other than ‘yes’: Would I be
able to help out at the mass on Sunday at St Paul’s as a deacon?

Mansel Usher and I attended the rehearsal on the Saturday morning and then
again on the Sunday afternoon, and I’m sure that Mansel like me did not really believe
what was happening.  Then the time came to process into the basilica.  Lined up in the
portico with the Benedictines of the basilica in front of us, we heard the cheers as the
crowds outside caught sight of Pope Francis.  Then we began to process in, knowing the
Pope was behind us by the waving, aiming of cameras and straining of necks to get a
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better sight of him.  The whole
liturgy of the mass was sublime,
and at the same time quite
relaxed, mostly due to the
prayerful countenance of Pope
Francis and the gentle guidance
of the papal MC.  How privileged
we were to assist the Pope, serve
at the papal altar, and exchange
the sign of peace with the Holy
Father; but what has remained
most clearly with me was the holy atmosphere of the liturgy and the people, and the
focus and penetration of Pope Francis in the prayer and sacrifice of the mass.

Who would have thought that just a month after standing in a rainy St Peter’s
Square waiting for a glimpse of white smoke from the chimney of the Sistine Chapel, I
would be standing in St Paul’s as a deacon to the pope whose election that smoke was
to announce?

Fr Tony Wood has completed his fourth year at College and returned to Scotland where
he was ordained a priest on 3 July 2013.

A MONTH AFTER STANDING IN A RAINY ST PETER’S SQUARE

Expectant crowds clamour at the railings of Basilica San Paolo for a glimpse of Pope Francis
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The Railway Man - Teaching Forgiveness
� KEVIN MURPHY

Introduction
My pension statement shows that I taught for 26 years and 303 days.  One particular day
in that career stands out above all others.  In fact, I wrote an article about it that was
published in English in Education in 2003 and is included here.  The day concerned Eric
Lomax, a former prisoner of war whose autobiographical book was on an A level English
syllabus.  As you will see, it is a tale of extraordinary forgiveness.  Since my providential
meeting with Eric Lomax I also record here three remarkable postscripts.

Closing the Circle: Travelling with “The Railway Man”
In the fading light of a Friday afternoon double
lesson, the A level students of English Language and
Literature were still, pleasingly, engrossed in their
study of Eric Lomax’s autobiographical book The
Railway Man.  This text chronicles his boyhood
obsession with train-spotting and the subsequent
ways in which his life has been freaked by railway
coincidences.  Born in 1919, he went on to serve in
the army in the Second World War.  After the fall of
Singapore, he was captured and imprisoned by the
Japanese and spent years in the notorious Changai
Prison alongside the brutally built Burma railway.
He reminds us in the book that it is estimated that
for every sleeper along the 250-mile line, a slave labourer lost his life.  Lomax was tortured
and almost killed by the Japanese and yet, through a series of remarkable events more than
forty years after the war, flew back out to the bridge over the River Kwai to confront a
certain Nagase, the Japanese interpreter present at his torture.  Nagase’s own life has been
marked by anguish and remorse and he has been responsible for a Buddhist temple of
peace constructed by the line.  The book ends with the scene where Lomax was finally able
to grant him the forgiveness he had craved so long.  Fittingly, it took place against a
backdrop of passing trains.  As Lomax concludes, ‘Sometimes the hating has to stop.”

The class broke into spontaneous debate again: “Is it all definitely true?  How do you
know?  How could he forgive like that?”  I had no answers other than the serenity, modesty
and integrity of the book itself.  But after the class dispersed for the weekend, something

Eric Lomax
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urged me to put pen to paper.  I had calculated that Lomax was 82 years old and the book
mentioned that he lived in Berwick-on-Tweed, a considerable distance from Colchester
Sixth Form College.  “Dear Mr Lomax,” I wrote, “we have been most moved by the study
of your book.  I was wondering if you would be prepared to come and talk to our
students…” and I addressed the letter to him, care of his publisher.

Then nothing.  I made the mistake of telling the class that I’d written and they scoffed
at my naivety and optimism.  Three weeks later I opened a letter in the staffroom: “I would
be most delighted to talk to you and your students…”  And, in a matter of days, a visit was
set up, a hotel booked and I even offered to take him on a local trip “of railway or military
interest” should he so wish.

I remember vividly the Sunday evening that I met him (appropriately enough since
so many of the major events of his life happened next to railways) at Colchester railway
station.  In fact, I initially missed him because the only person sitting in the concourse
looked considerably younger than the man I was expecting.

Eric Lomax addressed four groups of students studying his book, did not make a
single self-important or vain comment, did not fail to compose a grammatical sentence
and did not hesitate at all during his talks.  The students were spell-bound by his gentleness,
quiet humour, perception and humanity.  Repeatedly, their stumbling block was incredulity
at his forgiveness.  “In the end”, he advised, “hatred and a lack of forgiveness do nothing to
your enemy but destroy you.”  Tears and silence.

At lunchtime, he gave a lecture attended by over a hundred students and staff from
across the College.  Though he was clear and audible, he advised us that because of certain
injuries sustained to his throat, students should raise their hands if they couldn’t hear.  One
student (who hadn’t read the book) raised a hand and asked, “What happened to your
throat?” – the only moment of discomfort in the whole day.  Erix Lomax dropped his guard
momentarily.  Then, after a hard-won regaining of composure, he replied, “That’s one
question I won’t answer.  Read the book.”

He talked of boyhood classmates, all lost in the conflict.  When referring to a few of
them by name he suddenly looked tearful and reflected, “I remember those boys in short
trousers.”  Just as I was fighting back tears myself, he issued an announcement: “I have a
little surprise for Mr Murphy.”  The students found me with their stares.  “I want to explain
why I was prepared to travel all this way from Berwick to talk to you.  You see, I was
stationed here in Colchester exactly 60 years ago, just before travelling out to the Far East.
At my age [and he humbly pointed to himself] you can’t go on lecturing forever.  I’ve been
waiting for a final occasion to lecture and this return to Colchester seemed timely.  I’m
calling this, my last public lecture, ‘Closing the Circle’.”

THE RAI LWAY MAN - TEACH ING FORG IVENESS



But there were more surprises in store.  Over tea in the George Hotel, he reminded me of
my offer of a local trip.  “You wouldn’t be so kind as to drive me out to Tiptree where my
quarters were?”  So, after what was for him a 60-year absence, we drove across the Essex
marshlands to Tiptree.  On the way he said, “You’ll laugh, but I vividly remember a now
defunct light railway – the Kelvedon and Tollesbury line.  I don’t suppose we could go and
have a look?  That’s if there’s anything left of it.”

What I had concealed from him was that I was in fact a fellow railway buff and I knew
where to find the skeletal remains of the line with its fallen bridges, truncated embankments
and in-filled cuttings.  First, we found the house where he lived and then we went in search of
the track-bed.  “You see”, he explained, “I travelled up from Kelvedon to Tiptree by train, but
I never went on the last section of the line beyond”.  “Down to Tollesbury Pier, you mean?” I
replied, to convince him of my knowledge.  His eyes lit up.

So, once again in fading afternoon light, I found myself driving down a muddy farm-
track at Tolleshunt D’Arcy, close to Crossing Cottage and, though my ten-year old Fiesta was
no match for the quaint verandah-ended coaches that once clattered their way here, I told him
that we were now travelling on the last section of the line.  At Tollesbury, we parked by open
grassland where the station once stood and he gazed fixedly across and empty landscape and
tall sky, and I imagined the mental reconstruction that he was making.  And then we reached
our destination – a field overlooking the Blackwater Estuary.  The stillness and greying twilight
cast a spectral air over the scene.  We stared out to sea and I pointed out where the line once
ended: Tollesbury Pier.  At low water, you can still see a few timbers of this long-vanished
structure with its uncanny resemblance to the more substantial wooden bridges of the Burma
Railway.  Again he stood gazing.  He spoke words that maybe I should have uttered: “I wouldn’t
have missed this for anything.  I’m most grateful.”

And this was the closure of the circle that he sought: a return to the moment of innocence
60 years before the torture that has left its mark across a generation and a lifetime; and a
journey down a long-closed railway line to its destination at the sea’s edge where the last
remnants of the pier have vanished under the rising tide and the whole scene is fading to night. 

Postscript One: Nagase Takashi
During Lomax’s visit, he had told me that Nagase Takashi was also still alive but “getting on a
bit, like me”.  I asked if I could write to him because I wanted him to know how well his part
in the tale of forgiveness had been received by the younger generation.  Lomax told me that
he had promised only to pass on the address “on special occasions”.  But he added, “I guess this
is a special occasion.” 

A few weeks after writing to Nagase, I received a heart-rending reply in which he made
a personal address to the students: “Here again I’d like to say a few words to your students that
we the Japanese Imperial Army caused great troubles to your soldiers, which I have to say
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‘Very Sorry’ and ask you to accept my sincere apology for what we did during the last war and
specially on the Thai-Burma Railway.”  I still have that letter (typed on a manual typewriter in
slightly imperfect English) from Kurashiki City.  I treasure it.

Postscript Two: Ushaw College
For five or six years after Lomax’s visit we continued to correspond in Christmas cards and
occasional letters.  I delighted in telling him about walks along former railway lines that I had
completed.  One time he asked me to investigate an obscure mineral railway for him.  I duly
explored it, clambering into bramble-filled cuttings to take photos.  He then illuminated me
about the 0-8-0 tank engines that were used to bank the heavy trains up the inclines.  But then
the letters stopped coming.  I felt uncomfortable checking Wikipedia to see if he was still alive:
apparently, he was but for a few years there was no news.  Then, out of the blue, when I had
started priestly formation at Ushaw College in 2010, a Christmas card arrived, with a touching
apology explaining that illness had prevented him writing.  The renewed correspondence led
to a return visit in Summer 2011, almost a decade to the day of his trip to Colchester.

I found him as lively as ever at 92, living in a retirement home in Berwick-on-Tweed,
right beside the river.  I’d discovered it was his wife’s birthday, so came armed with a birthday
cake.  I was actually on my way back from a trip to Scotland, on which I had walked the old
line from Elvanfoot to Wanlockhead.  I mentioned this route to him and he nodded sagely.
“Ah, yes”, he said, “no intermediate stations on that line.”  Over tea and cake we reminisced
about his visit and he told me that Nagase was also still alive and in touch with him.  At this
time Eric was compiling the material for another book about his war experiences.  I told him
I was transferring to Rome.  “Keep in touch”, he said.

Postscript Three: the Beda College  
In my first year at the Beda College, I wrote an essay on the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  I was
able to draw on Lomax’s exemplary forgiveness.  Fr Rector, who marked the essay, commented
to me that he had also read The Railway Man and been moved by it.  So, in the Summer
vacation, I unearthed the article featured above and shortly after returning (8th October), gave
him a copy of it.  Later in the day he thanked me, and asked, “Was there any particular reason
you chose to give me this article today?”  I was puzzled by the question and hadn’t accessed
any news the previous day.

“It’s just that he died yesterday”, he said.

I note too that Nagase is also now at peace.

The Railway Man by Eric Lomax was first published by Vintage in 1996 and is still 
in print. Kevin Murphy has completed two years at College and is about to enter his
Diaconate year.
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Homily for Christian Unity, preached 
at the Beda College
� THE VERY REV. CANON DAVID RICHARDSON

On December 16th last year in Delhi a 23 year old woman was raped on a bus by six men
and left to die.  The headline on the cover of The Tablet this week reads, “Give us Justice”.  It
is an expression of the seething discontent that has been building in India against the
establishment for its apathy and indifference to justice for women.  Justice requires changing
the culture of subjugation: in India rape is one of the most common crimes against women.
Landlords and caste masters are among the perpetrators as are the local police; thus
unsurprisingly these crimes usually go unreported.

This year the Student Christian Movement of India, to mark its centenary, developed
together with the All India Catholic University Federation and the National Council of
Churches in India the resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  In a context of
great injustice to Dalits in India and in the Church, it was decided that the search for visible
unity could not be disassociated from the dismantling of caste-ism. 

The Dalits in India are considered outcasts.  They are the people worst affected by the
caste-system, a rigid form of social stratification based on notions of ritual purity and
pollution.  The Dalit communities, considered to be the most polluted and polluting, are
placed outside the caste-system; previously they were called “untouchable”.  Almost 80% of
Indian Christians have a Dalit background.  They are socially marginalized, politically
under-represented, economically exploited and culturally subjugated.  Girls of low caste are
raped with impunity.

Churches in India remain divided along those doctrinal divisions inherited from
Europe and elsewhere.  But Christian disunity is further accentuated by this caste system.
Like apartheid, racism and nationalism, caste-ism poses severe challenges for the unity of
Christians in India.  Therefore, caste-ism is an acute, Church-dividing doctrinal issue for the
moral and ecclesial witness of the Church as the one body of Christ.  Unity is a justice issue.

It is out of this context that we are invited to explore Micah 6:6-8, focusing upon the
question “What does God require of us”?  The Dalit experience serves as the crucible from
within which theological reflections on the biblical theme emerge.  The case of the young
woman, raped, brutalised and left to die, adds critical urgency to it.

Picture a dusty market place in Judah, during the second half of the 8th century BC.
Micah, a prophet from Moresheth-gath, a small town southwest of Jerusalem, has attracted
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a small crowd of people to hear his message, an expression of the seething discontent that
has been building against the establishment in Jerusalem for its apathy and indifference to
justice.  He expresses disdain for the corruption and pretensions of Jerusalem and its leaders. 

He announces to anyone who will listen that “the Lord has a controversy with his
people.” Later verses supply specifics: “your wealthy are full of violence, your inhabitants
speak lies”, he will say.

What has gone wrong?  Why have the people turned from their God who had heard
their cries and brought them out of slavery, had shown compassion and mercy when they
stumbled?  Even the people’s idolatry and injustice had not prevented God from acting on
their behalf.  God is faithful no matter what. 

From somewhere on the edge of the crowd a lone voice is heard.  “With what shall I
come before the Lord?  Shall I come…?  Will the Lord be pleased…?  Shall I give my
firstborn…?”  He is asking, in effect, what payment will it take to get God off our backs?
Burnt offerings? Thousands of rams?  My firstborn?  How can we even the scoreboard? 

And Micah thunders his response: “He has told you, O mortal, what is good.” (verse
8).  The entire Torah has already given God’s people the way to live and Micah stands in a
line of prophets who have reminded the people, over and over again, of this.  He offers a
summary statement of what God requires, at once both simpler and more difficult than the
keeping of ritual observances: “Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”

These are not single acts that can be ticked off a check list and then forgotten.  On an
individual and social scale, in ways large and small, this is a way of living.  Occasional nods
to equity don’t constitute a faithful life.  It’s the same for us.  We cannot observe racial
membership quotas on committees rather than seeking racial justice.  We cannot divorce
Christian unity from the wider social requirements of justice for the poor and oppressed, for
women who are violated.  We will not be free of the slavery of sin while we permit the sin of
slavery and people trafficking.  And we cannot observe one Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity a year and live for fifty-one weeks in insulated ecclesiastical bubbles. 

Rather than offer God thousands of rams, Micah calls for a thousand daily acts of love
for each other and the world God loves.  Ritual practices do not excuse us from the divine
demands for justice and mercy any more than working for social justice excuses us from
the communal practice of prayer and worship.  The life of faith is indeed a  walk, a
pilgrimage that reorients heart and life.  It is a walk undertaken in company.

So we are offered a second scene for contemplation.  We are told that on the day of the
resurrection two of Jesus’ disciples left Jerusalem and headed for Emmaus.  They were, I
suppose, running away, leaving Jesus to his fate, leaving the scene of the crime, getting away
to nurse their grievances about the disappointment they felt at what had happened, the
confusion they felt about the story of angels told by the women of their number. 
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We never hear of Cleopas again after this passage and we never learn the name of his
companion at all.  So, two otherwise unknown disciples, as exhausted as they are
discouraged, trudge the seven miles from Jerusalem.  We don’t know why they have
forsaken the company of their fellow disciples.  Perhaps it’s all they could think to do.

And Jesus meets them on the road, in the middle of all the pain, frustration, and
despondency that threatens to overwhelm them, but they don’t recognise him, not then.

First, he opens up the Scriptures, helping them to make sense of recent events, and
all Scripture in light of God’s redemptive work in and through the cross.  And then, in
response to their hospitality he shares their meal.  The guest takes bread, lifting and
blessing it, breaking it and giving it to them.  And in these simple actions they recognise
him, this guest now become host.  Through the interpretation of Scripture and the sharing
of the meal their eyes are opened and they recognise not just Jesus; they recognise the
presence of the Lord, the God whose powerful word called light from darkness and gives
life to the dead.

And then, no sooner is he recognised than he is gone, and they know they need to
be gone too, to join the others again, be part of a community.  So they get up and take the
dangerous dark road back to Jerusalem to tell of what they’ve seen. 

And what do they find? That just as Jesus had gone ahead of them when they scuttled
away from Jerusalem and had met them on the road so, when they ran back to Jerusalem,
again he’d got there ahead of them and had appeared to Simon. 

The story resonates with a sense of the Church and its mission and of the tremendous
power of the word and the sacraments to connect us with the presence of God.  But its
image is of God and a Church that walk with human confusion, pain, loss of faith and
hope.  Emmaus invites us to expect God to find us because God has gone ahead of us into
the dark and dangerous pathways.  Emmaus challenges us to see that it isn’t our
unshakeable faith and deep spirituality that connect us with the risen Christ, but our
smallest gestures of hospitality and friendship, our deeds of justice.  Wordsworth describes
the best portion of a good man’s life as being:

His little, nameless, unremembered, acts
Of kindness and of love.                              

It is in those little acts, done as the journey is undertaken together, that justice is
born.  What does the Lord require of us?  In that dusty market place the prophet thunders
the answer.   

Canon David Richardson has been the Director of the Anglican Centre and the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s representative in Rome.
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Reflections on the New Evangelization
‘Knowing what they were thinking’ (Luke 9:47) 
� MGR ANDREW FALEY

On 21 September 2010, Pope Benedict XVI established the Pontifical Council for
Promoting the New Evangelization, declaring, “It is the duty of the Church to proclaim
always and everywhere the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”1 The term “new evangelization”
had been promoted by Blessed John Paul II who saw it as a means to reawaken the faith
in traditionally Christian parts of the world such as Europe where commitment to the
faith had cooled.  Pope Benedict outlined the tasks of the Council to include a
deepening of the theological and pastoral significance of the new evangelization
especially by promoting papal teaching, encouraging new evangelization activities
already present in local Churches, promoting modern forms of communication and
promoting the Catechism of the Catholic Church as the contemporary formulation of
the content of faith.

In the press conference called to launch the new Council, its President Archbishop
Fisichella said: “The new evangelization first and foremost makes known the historical
person of Jesus, and his teachings as they have been faithfully transmitted by the original
community, teachings that find in the Gospels and in the writings of the New Testament
their normative expression.”2 Since then, there has been an abundance of information
regarding the new evangelization.  The Synod of Bishops of October 2012 focused the
Church’s attention on “the new evangelization for the transmission of the Christian
faith”.  We await Pope Francis’s reflections on the Synod and his encouragement to
implement its findings under the guidance of the bishops in each local Church.

A deeper and more personal issue, however, is how the new evangelization – and
all evangelisation – is rooted in the lived faith of Christians.  We know that through
Baptism, we are motivated to proclaim the Good News, and perhaps as importantly, to
discern how the patterns of belief and practice grow within us.  We possibly know about
individuals and organisations both old and new whose example as evangelisers makes
us feel encouraged or inadequate, or even both.  The uncomfortable question remains:
How am I, or we, to go about this “new evangelization”?  What is it that seems to give
these others their spark and their abiding enthusiasm?
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Archbishop Bernard Longley of the Archdiocese of Birmingham in England, an
Episcopal member of the new Council, attended the Synod of Bishops.  His contribution
to the Synod discussion significantly illustrates that all evangelization initiatives are to
be rooted in how Jesus acts towards those he meets:

There can be no effective proclamation of faith without an attempt to
understand how the message is likely to be heard, how it sounds to others.
That involves a profound act of listening after the example of our Lord
himself.  In the scriptures in a number of encounters with others he is
described by the evangelist as “knowing what they were thinking” before
speaking to his listeners.  That awareness of Christ precedes his teaching.
It needs to be a characteristic of our teaching, insofar as we can discern
under the influence of the Holy Spirit what people are thinking and
present the Good News in a manner that helps it to be received.  At the
same time there can be no dialogue without proclamation of our faith
since dialogue is always reciprocal.3

Archbishop Longley points to the grace-filled principles by which we serve the
Lord’s will to draw all to himself in the task of the new evangelization.  The Archbishop
also shows how essential to this task is the Church’s abiding awareness of how men and
women relate to one another in the search for truth as revealed by God in Jesus Christ,
and how that growth of understanding is situated in how and where we live.

But our commitment to the task of the new evangelization will not be firmly
grounded unless we acknowledge our initial and even abiding sense of inadequacy and
our reluctance to undertake what is being asked of us.  The “Lord, I am not worthy”
prayer we express before receiving the Eucharist allows us to recognise that it is only
God’s grace that draws us into his love, on his terms and not on ours.  Commitment to
the new evangelization is the same. It requires of us a gradual and growing awareness
of how Jesus invites us to invite others into his life.  The starting point is not the other
and what he or she seems to be seeking, but ourselves as we recognise our need of God’s
grace to draw us closer to him through Jesus Christ.  The change of heart of the new
evangelization is as much for us as it is for others.

The principles which Archbishop Longley describes provide the resources through
which the task of the new evangelization becomes more recognisable and manageable.
Here are three. Firstly, we are to give abundant time to appreciate how the message is

3 Full text available at: 
http://www.catholic-ew.org.uk/Home/Featured/Year-of-Faith/Evangelization-Synod/Intervention
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heard as well as understood by others, and in that order.  “Knowing what they are
thinking” is not an act of half-hearted intuition, but the activity of Jesus who loves the
other unconditionally and waits patiently to receive the gift that is theirs, even when it
is withheld.  So the gift of listening as Jesus listens, and of growing in our knowing the
other as Jesus shows, are activities of the new evangelization.  Secondly, we are to
acknowledge that “awareness of Christ precedes his teaching”.  Papal teaching resonates
with this fact of faith that the Church’s first task is to invite those we meet to encounter
the person of Jesus Christ.  This first task of our teaching, as Archbishop Longley says,
characterises it above and beyond all else.  Thirdly, proclamation of the faith in its
richness naturally follows as we engage in dialogue.  This means that both speaker and
hearer are open to a deepening understanding of each other in the light of what is being
proclaimed and understood, guided by the Holy Spirit.  These three may be sufficient.
But as each reaches out to those around them, other resources will grow as the fruit of
God’s grace active through the promptings and guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Pope Francis, in his first address to the cardinals following his election, talked
about “the certainty that the Holy Spirit gives His Church, with His powerful breath, the
courage to persevere and to search for new ways to evangelise.”4 He has also observed
that “if one remains in the Lord one goes out of oneself... Fidelity is always a change, a
blossoming, a growth.”5 Wherever we are sent, it is only when we are settled to the facts
rather than the fiction of where we are that we can realistically address what is being
asked of us by the Holy Spirit regarding the new evangelization.  This naturally takes
time which implies a “blossoming, a growth” that demonstrates a mature evaluation of
how we interact with those to whom we are sent, for the Lord’s sake.

Hopefully, the principles named above will encourage us to follow the Lord’s way
first, by which others are drawn to him through our ministry and mission.  Later this
year on the Solemnity of Christ the King, the Year of Faith will draw to an end.  Central
to its legacy will be how local Churches are encouraged to reflect wisely on how
opportunities for the new evangelization have been resourced and developed to draw
all into personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

Mgr Andrew Faley, a priest of the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle, was Vice-Rector
of the Beda from 1998-2003.
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Packing your bags
� MGR PETER VERITY

Beda students past and present know something
about packing suitcases and boxes.  I write this at
the end of May and the Beda’s corridors look as if
a major house removal is imminent.  Cardboard
boxes bear witness to twenty students preparing to
leave permanently this summer, most for
ordination in the near future.  Many are amazed
at how much they have accumulated over their
years here.  What needs to go back with them?
What can be passed on to other students gathering
like vultures to clean up offers?  What can be
binned?  By the end of June all these decisions will
have been made and twenty empty rooms will be
waiting for their new occupants in the autumn.

This new group of men, as yet unknown to each other or to us, from most of the
continents of the world, will be packing their bags to come here for the first time.  They
will face similar dilemmas of what to pack and what to leave behind.  Will I need this?
Can I buy that in Italy?  How many of these should I bring?  Quantities of essentials such
as socks, shirts and shoes will be calculated.  More difficult may be the inclusion of the
non-essential but useful items which make life a little more comfortable, or their room
feel more like home.

And then, how to fit it all in the suitcase?  There is a limit on how much can be sent
by international carrier – and a limit to the space available on arrival.  And so the process
of elimination begins: “If I take that, then I’ll have to leave this behind.”  Gradually the long
“wish list” is to be trimmed and a favourite jumper or picture or book is regrettably left
behind to make room for more essential and urgent items.  And have you ever found, when
the packing is almost done, that there isn’t enough room for everything you hoped to
include?  Then things have to be unpacked and a new order of priority created until
everything is whittled down to fit the available space.  And even with all the careful
planning and eliminating, many find that something essential has been forgotten, or items
packed which are never used.  There is an old saying: “Gather what you want to take, then
halve it, then halve it again.”

PADDINGTON BEAR™ 
© Paddington & Co. Ltd. 2013 
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And then there are the “old hands” who have fine-tuned their packing to the bare
minimum.  Many will travel with hand luggage only making the journey through the
airport smoother and quicker.  I have been quite amused, on booking a flight with hand
luggage only and giving my return journey two or three months later, to get an
automated message telling me, “You’re going away for 86 days or more.  Are you sure
you’ve selected enough bags for EVERYONE?”  And so the year goes by, with packing
and unpacking, selecting and discarding, accumulating and letting go.

Attachment and indifference
What does the experience of packing a suitcase for a journey say about a person’s
attachment or otherwise to material things?  Noticing how we feel and then reflecting
on our feelings can help all of us to come to a greater self-awareness.  “Am I a hoarder
or a clearer?  Do I cling onto things ‘in case I might need them one day’?  How do I feel
about managing with fewer things?”  

The aim of Ignatian spirituality is to help us to grow in freedom in order to be the
person God wants us to be.  This freedom from any attachment is the very purpose of
the Spiritual Exercises.  In the sixteenth century language of St Ignatius, and in the very
first paragraph of his Spiritual Exercises, he says: “We call Spiritual Exercises every way
of preparing and disposing the soul to rid itself of all inordinate attachments and, after
their removal, of seeking and finding the will of God in the disposition of our life for
the salvation of our souls.”1 In other words, freedom from attachments is a prerequisite
for seeking and finding the will of God.  

In everyday life, then, we must hold ourselves in balance before all
created gifts insofar as we have a choice and are not bound by some
responsibility.  We should not fix our desires on health or sickness, wealth
or poverty, success or failure, a long life or a short one.  For everything has
the potential of calling forth in us a more loving response to our life
forever with God.  Our only desire and our one choice should be this: I
want and I choose what better leads to God’s deepening life in me.2

Ignatius calls this “indifference”.  It’s not a “couldn’t care less” attitude, which is
what the word can mean in everyday use.  Rather, it is a sense that the most important
value is God’s love and everything else is very secondary.  So good health or poor health,
for example, can both enable me to be fully myself and to do God’s will, and that should
be my primary desire. 
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There is nothing wrong with material things, as long as I am not inordinately
attached to them.  This Ignatian insight is not original.  Many Scripture passages make
it clear that our trust should be in God alone, not in the safety of material things.  The
Gospels, in particular, are peppered with warnings from Jesus about the danger of
riches.  The main danger is being attached to them, whereas the true use of them comes
through indifference.  “Use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, and thus make
sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you into the tents of eternity.”3 When
Jesus is explaining what it means to be a disciple, he sends them out with the words,
“Carry no purse, no haversack, no sandals”.4 Nothing must weigh down the disciple
who is to proclaim the kingdom of God.

This detachment is also a feature of the Hebrew Scriptures.  In Genesis 12,
Abraham was asked by God to “leave your country, your family and your father’s house,
for the land I will show you”.  Throughout the Scriptures, prophets, leaders, disciples
and people who take God seriously have been asked to leave behind their reliance on
material things.  Trust and security must come from God alone.  This sort of trust in
God’s goodness and providence is the work of a lifetime and comes about through life’s
experiences, through a developing realisation of God’s unconditional and
overwhelming love.

After two years at the Beda College, I am very aware of how much many of our
students have left behind in order to follow their calling to the priesthood.  Many have
left much of the security of their past lives, a good job, their own home, a comfortable
lifestyle, a career, a circle of friends and a well-ordered, successful life.  The detachment
of many students, in a true Ignatian sense, is very impressive. 

Spiritual baggage
Sometimes an attachment to material things may be replaced by an inordinate
attachment to spiritual goods.  Merely being able to leave house and family and money
behind does not necessarily mean a person is truly detached.  Spiritual attachments
may be more subtle and harder to identify but they can be just as damaging to my
freedom.

This spiritual baggage may include devotional practices which have proved solid
and rock-like in the past but which I can’t easily discard.  Growth may require moving
forward into new spiritual places, perhaps taking a step in the dark.  Spiritual baggage
may be some bad memory from the past which hasn’t been integrated into present life.
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Past experiences of bereavement or anger, lack of forgiveness or bullying all need to be
faced.  Otherwise they become heavy baggage or even millstones that block my
awareness of God’s unconditional love.  Strangely, positive and happy memories such
as experiences of God’s presence in prayer or in moments of conversion can also stunt
my growth, especially if there is a yearning to return to them and not to move on.  Like
the apostles on Mount Tabor at the transfiguration, the desire to “build three tents” in
order to capture the experience can impede progress. 

Final reflection
As a final point for reflection, when you next pack your suitcase, stop and think what
it tells you about your attitude to material possessions.  And then ask yourself what
spiritual baggage you are bringing with you, and what could be left behind.  Spiritual
progress will be that much easier if you can travel lightly. 

I was bringing some porridge oats back to Rome in my hand luggage recently when
my bag was pulled off to one side for searching.  They had spotted a mysterious powder
in great quantities at the bottom of my rucksack and needed to investigate.  They smiled
and relaxed once they realised what it was, and there was no further problem.  But in the
course of finding the porridge, they also found, to my embarrassment, several bars of
chocolate! 

And so here is a question you might like to ponder.  As you finally travel, having
prioritised what you are taking and eliminated the excess, what is going to happen when
you are searched - spiritually?  What guilty secrets might come to light?  Are you willing
to leave everything open to God’s scrutiny?  Psalm 139 might be a suitable focus for
prayer to conclude these thoughts:

O Lord, you search me and you know me,
you know my resting and my rising,
you discern my purpose from afar.
You mark when I walk or lie down,
all my ways lie open to you.

Mgr Peter Verity has been a Spiritual Director at College for the last two years, having
previously had a similar role at Ushaw College, Durham.
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Artists at the Beda College
� KEVIN MURPHY

Introduction
Here at College we are blessed in having a number of men with artistic talent, some having
had careers as artists of one sort or another.  They have combined faith and creativity in
interesting ways under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  The following four verbal portraits
offer an insight into their work, along with some tantalisingly brief visual reproductions of
their creations.

John Bagnall
John studied Fine Art and Art History at Newcastle University and has worked professionally
as a graphic designer.  His comic strip and illustration work has been published in the UK
and USA from the late 1980s onwards.  A particular success was a book collection of
illustrated stories, published some years ago by Kingly Books.  It contained an extended
comic strip with a religious theme called The Chemist and the Capuchin.  The book was
entitled Don’t Tread on my Rosaries and is still available from Amazon.

John has traced some interesting factors in his artistic formation.  His father and uncle
ran a foundry and were involved in producing castings of sculptures, including religious
work by the sculptor Arthur Dooley.  John remembers visiting a Catholic church in
Lancashire and seeing Dooley’s Stations of the Cross there which his father helped to
produce.  As a child, John was granted space on a wall-papered wall on which to scribble
since he had, by all accounts, such a predilection!  Growing up in Liverpool, he enjoyed the
good art galleries there, and at secondary school he and a friend used to draw and write
comic strips and produce illustrated short stories, the combination of words and images
enduring as a fascination.

Featured here is a reproduction of John’s icon of St Robert.  This was a commissioned
work and came about during the Year of Faith when he was on placement in a parish in
Ashington in his adopted diocese of Hexham and Newcastle.  He helped to organise one of
the “mini pilgrimages” based around saints of the north-east.  One destination was St Robert
of Newminster parish in Morpeth.  The parish church had in fact been re-ordered following
a fire and no longer possessed any images of their patron, St Robert.  John produced the
image as a painted icon on wood, but since he actually completed it at the Beda wasn’t able
to entirely follow the traditional method of making egg tempera paint, though he did use
white gesso to prime the wood. In the tradition of iconographers, he tried to make the
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painting a prayerful experience. The result is an effective fusion of his own personal and
modern style and a more traditional religious iconography.  At a pilgrimage mass, the icon
was blessed and anointed by Fr Stephen Watson.  Beforehand, the pilgrims had walked to
the ruins of the Cistercian abbey which St Robert had established in the 12th century.

John’s recent paintings and drawings can be followed at www.bagnallsretreat.blogspot.com

Mansel Usher
Mansel’s father was both a cabinet-maker and teacher who taught him the skills of cabinet-
making and the crucial idea that one never stops learning.  After leaving school in the early
1980s, Mansel successfully completed the highly regarded City and Guilds course in Cabinet
-Making and Furniture Design at the Shrewsbury College of Art and Technology, which at
the time was one of the top centres in the country in its field.

Over the years he has had great pleasure in making a number of fine pieces.  Some have
been plain and simple; others very grand and ornate, including a satinwood and ebony
cabinet for a London client.  The richness of these materials and the intricacy of the piece
made it one that stands out in his memory.  Sometimes his work was extremely challenging,
for example, the very complex seating of a new church built in Swansea which he says
stretched his imagination and skills in geometry.

Interestingly, though Mansel comments that he did not see much link between his faith
and his art at the time, he now does so.  He also sees that his frequent way of working was
perhaps a “prelude to vocation”: he would routinely go to visit clients in their homes and talk
to them to understand their particular needs.  This individual attention gave him a good
understanding of what he was being asked to create for them.  He often used illustrations
from books containing works by great master cabinet-makers to provide both the client and
himself with catalysts for the work.

This sideboard illustrated was made for a client in
Connecticut, USA.  It is a very traditional late eighteenth or
early nineteenth century inspired piece, made from Brazilian
Mahogany and Amboyna burr inlayed panels with boxwood
stringing, and follows the classic serpentine line which gives it
a stunningly elegant appearance. 

The second featured piece is an altar that Mansel was commissioned to construct for the
St Vincent de Paul chapel of St Benedict’s Church, Clydach, Wales.  The altar was made from
solid oak and an SVP newsletter testifies to his “labour of love, prayer and craftsmanship.”  At
the mass of dedication for the chapel, Archbishop Peter Smith (Cardiff) was one of the
concelebrants.  Mansel is thus another craftsman who has been led to the altar.
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Icon of St Robert by John Bagnall

Within Limits by Fr Ajiyan Vattukalathil In Silence by Fr Ajiyan Vattukalathil
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The Crucifixion by Paul Underwood

Breakfront Serpentine Sideboard by Mansel Usher
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Paul Underwood
Paul Underwood is another Beda man who has had a career as a professional artist.
He remembers vividly being three or four years old, sitting on the knee of a family
friend and watching him take pencil in hand and draw the lineaments of a battleship
on a sheet of paper.  Paul looked on with fascination and amazement as the gun-
turreted ship emerged from the vacancy of the white paper, and from under the
draughtsman’s magic hand.  As he poignantly comments, “I’m still rowing my boat
across that paper sea.”

Paul relates that in his teens he felt very strongly that it is sacred art, rather than
the secular art of the 20th century, which tends to be much the more powerful,
beautiful, and artistically accomplished.  He states, “The marvellous achievements of
modern art notwithstanding, (Picasso, Matisse and many others), I am more than ever
convinced of the essential rightness of my youthful intuition. And I am still trying to
understand why this should be the case; still trying to understand why there should
such a manifestly deep connection between faith and creativity.”  Paul offers the
following insight into his work depicted here:

This drawing, depicting the cross as flanked by the two thieves, tries to interpret the
Crucifixion and Mt. Calvary as the new Temple and Holy of Holies.  The two ravens in
flight at the level of the horizontal arms of the cross are intended to evoke, in grotesque
and ironic mode, the cherubim who flanked the Ark of the covenant: it was common at
crucifixions for birds to pick and eat from the wounds of the still living victims.  The
overall structure of the composition is underpinned by the form of the seal of Solomon
(the Megan David, or Star of David as it is more commonly known).  This symbol was
considered to be a central element in the ancient esoteric wisdom of the Jews.  It consists
of two superimposed triangles: one pointing up, the other pointing down.  The resultant
star symbolizes the intersection of heavenly energies (the downward pointing triangle)
and earthly energies (the upward pointing triangle).  The drawing thus tries to present
the Crucifixion as a radicalized Temple and liturgy in which heaven and earth meet in
the wounds of Christ.  The architecturalism and symmetry of the composition reinforce
this identification.  The use of Jewish esoteric wisdom symbolism can be traced back to
the Renaissance masters (Raphael, Michelangelo), and their profound interest in the
writings of the Kabbalistic, Midrashic, and Talmudic traditions.

Fr Ajiyan Vattukalathil
Fr Aji was ordained as a priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church in 2010.  He humbly
sees himself as an amateur, though his work has been exhibited and sold.  In fact I
discovered that he was an artist when I walked past his open door and saw a stack of
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brightly coloured canvasses against a wall.  His work is largely an expression of his
faith and the paintings are innovative, original and mystical.

One of Aji’s earliest memories dates back to his childhood in India in grade one
(he comes from Kottayam in the southern state of Kerala). At first, he disliked going
to school and cried a lot whenever his mother left him. That is when his class teacher
Ms Pathmakshi took him to the drawing class and gave him crayons to colour with.
She made a point of commenting to his mother that he became so fascinated by the
colours that he forgot everything and became totally engrossed in drawing.  As he
says, “From then on, art became my world.”

After that though, he reports that his progress as an artist was slow and he failed
to receive much further appreciation.  Indeed, after graduation he became depressed
by his failure to enter art school but then used art itself as a kind of therapy and
consolation in times of trial.  He found that in painting, he could express his deepest
feelings.  Two of his paintings are featured here.

1. “Within Limits”, Acrylic on Canvas, 50 x 70 cm, 2013.

• The painting is about Christ who is viewed either through the frame of
faith or disbelief.

• It’s about a man who is beyond all human comprehension. (Both hand
and cross seems to be a limitation.)

I have used traditional mural techniques for drawing and the colours schemes
are borrowed from classical “Rasa” theory of art.  Rasa is a Sanskrit word meaning
“taste or essence”. Rasa theory deals with the “emotive content” of a work of art, about
how it is depicted, inferred and transmitted. According to Rasa there are three broad
qualities assigned to human beings: the superhuman or noble, represented by green;
the human, represented by yellow, reddish-yellow or gold; and sub-human (the dark
and destructive), represented by black (male) or white (female).

2. “In Silence”, Acrylic on Canvas, 24 x 30 cm, 2012.

• All elements on earth have lives of their own.

• Even though everybody has a life that is visual and seen by all, there is
a mystic hidden side too.

• Our future generation is dependent on nature: destruction of nature
would lead to destruction of our mankind.



Aji sees his faith as a supreme source of creativity.  He draws on dreams and
meditation, relying heavily on the latter especially at the stage of rough sketching until
a clarity and simplicity emerge.  I leave the final words to Aji:  “I would like to make
images that are worth contemplating and I consider my gallery to be a place of worship.
I don’t want to fool anybody in order to become a successful artist. I love my viewer as
I love my art.”

Conclusion
The four artists featured here stand for the richness that each College member has
brought to the whole community, in most cases after long and varied careers in the
world.  Their creativity is a testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit, the same spirit that
has been at work in their vocations.

Kevin Murphy has completed two years at College and is about to enter his Diaconate
year.
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Two Poems
� PHILIP FLEMING

Quivi nel chiaroscuro fulmineo
nato dalla Beatissima Vergine
dove alto divinita` dipinse
con scura umanita` il tuo volto,
l’aureola del tuo viso risorto
mette in fuga tenebre antiche,
l’eclisse ombrosa del nostro cuore,
i bruni e gli oscuri che piangono,
l’ombreggiatura della nostra indole
in diverse eresie variopinte,
lo scolorimento della virtu`.
Ora tinteggia con la tua luce
la faccia sformata dalla tua forma
nei suoi nuovi colori veri.

Cresima, O Rosa a cespugli al crepuscolo,
della quale cresta crespata cresce
nel dolce appassimento della luce,

la mia credenza in sigilli di cremisi,
e adorna questa mia cripta-crisalide

che crolla alla tua ardua carezza
mentre mi tieni nella tua culla

ch’ è a un tempo crogiolo e 
dolce abbraccio,
per quelle spine spinte c’hanno tratto

il caro vino e il vitto divino
che fanno il loro celeste lavoro,

si ch’ è confessato il mio rovinio
in cui, cadendo alla mia salvezza
e morendo con Lui, io rinverdisco.

Here, in the light-and shade flash of lightning
born of the Most Blessed Virgin
where high divinity painted
with dark humanity thy countenance;
the nimbus of thy resurrected face
puts to flight ancient shadows,
the shadowy eclipse of our heart,
the darknesses and obscurities which weep,
the shading of our nature
in diverse and multi-coloured heresies,
the discolouring of our virtue.
Now dye with thy light
the face removed from thy mould
in its new, living and true colours.

Seal, O little wild Rose of the twilight,
(whose crinkled creased crown rises
in the soft, sweet withering of the light,)
my belief, in signs of crimson
and adorn this crypt-chrysalis of mine,
which collapses at your ardent caress
as you hold me in your cradle –
which is all at once crucible and 
gentle embrace –
by those thrust thorns which have drawn out 
the dear wine and divine food
which do their celestial work,
so that my ruin is confessed, 
in which, falling to my salvation
and dying with Him, I take on new life.

Beda Review

Philip Fleming has completed two years at College and is about to enter his diaconate
year.
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The Beda Year
� HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHS

First Year Students
Back Row (L/R) Darien Sticklen, Albert Smith, Geoffrey McIlroy, Declan Brett, 

Paul McHugh, Mark Rucci
Front Row (L/R) Richard Peel, Bill Bowder, Humphrey Nwajoko, Mgr. Roderick Strange (Rector),

Darren Jones, Warren Collier, Tony Lappin

Second Year Students
Back Row (L/R) Tom Stevens, Jonathan Rose, Tom Montgomery, Nathan McKay, Brother Cosmas

Epifano, Lambert Bakourebe, Brother Oliver Tham, Philip Fleming, Herman Schaepman
Front Row (L/R) Michael Ellis, Shaun Richards, Dave Burke, Mgr. Roderick Strange (Rector), 

Patrick Toohey, John Bagnall, Kevin Murphy.

Beda Review
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HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHS

Third Year Students
Back Row (L/R) Martin Wheaton, Manish Thomas, Laurence Gambella, Patrick Daly, 

Ralph Candy, Keith Evans
Front Row (L/R) David Casey, Paul Underwood, Mgr. Roderick Strange (Rector), Barry Larkin,

Sean Hyland, Paul Mizzi.

Fourth Year Students
Back Row (L/R) Mansel Usher, Charles Merrill, Joe Hogan, Maselino Lafaele, Terence McGovern,

Anthony Wood, Peter Rozitis
Front Row (L/R) Martin Tate, Dominic Byrne, Phillip Hall, Mgr. Roderick Strange (Rector), Paul

Lee, Len Tatt, Joe Holloway.



50 THE BEDA REVI EW | 2012- 2013

HOUSE PHOTOGRAPHS

The College domestic staff (personale)
Back Row (L/R) Lucia, Gabriella, Anna, Ida, Larry, Edna, Teresa

Front Row (L/R) Annalisa, Angelo, Ivano, Pina, Cezara, Maria Grazia

Resident Staff
Back Row (L/R) Fr John Breen, Sr Patricia McDonald, Mgr Peter Verity

Front Row (L/R) Fr Dermot McCaul, Mgr Roderick Strange, Abbot Timothy Wright
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College Academic Staff
Back Row (L/R) Dr Susan Dawson-Vasquez, Mgr Peter Verity, Fr Alberto De Mingo, 

Fr James Downey, Fr Kevin Alban, Abbot Timothy Wright, Fr Stephen Rehrauer
Front Row (L/R) Fr Norman Tanner, Mgr Paul McInerny, Sr Patricia McDonald, 

Mgr Roderick Strange, Fr John Breen, Dr Peter Tyler, Fr Dermot McCaul

Beda College staff and students, 2012-2013.
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The Beda Diary 2012-2013 
� BILL BOWDER

Monday 27/8/12
Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood  (FMDM) Srs Maura and Fidelis
returned to their convent in the Beda for the new academic year.  They missed having
Sr Assumpta with them.

Friday 21/9/12 
Sixteen new first year students arrived.  At the airport they were welcomed by Fr John
and Rev. Leonard Tatt who had come back to the Beda early to be part of the reception
team that included Shaun Richards (MC), Jonathan Rose (bar manager), Herman
Schaepman (chief refectorian), John Bagnall (sacristan) and the senior student, Mansel
Usher. Over the coming 10 days this team helped the newcomers find their feet.  Also
with the first arrivals was Sr Patricia, who had come to take over much of the work of
Sr Assumpta as Academic Programme Director. 

Saturday 22/9/12 
After their first mass in a chapel of St Benedict in the huge, quiet space of St Paul’s
Basilica, the new students formally met the Rector in the common room and after lunch
went together by bus into Rome, where they divided into three groups, some heading
off with Fr Dermot to explore in one direction, others with Fr John and a third group
with Fr Peter.  The group with Fr John were treated to gelati outside the Pantheon. 

Sunday 23/9/12 – 3/10/12 
The induction period continued with meetings with Fr Peter, the Spiritual Director, the
librarian, the Academic Programme Director and the Bursar, Annalisa Bonanni, who
spoke of the great work that had been done over the summer when the House had
been renovated in so many ways, work that continued so that next year’s intake would
benefit from even more of the changes to the level of comfort which were already
making such a difference.  The First Year experienced their first pastoral theology
meeting with Fr Dermot McCaul where they learned to share, and sometimes not to
share, their hopes and fears for the coming year.  They would be the last intake to
experience Fr Dermot’s unique way of engaging them in the formation process as he
was due to retire from this work the following June.  One evening they were treated by
the Rector to pizzas at the pizzeria Al Peperoncino, one of the many eating places they

Beda Review
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were to discover in the vicinity in the coming months.  On the first Thursday they
discovered the joys of the old Roman tradition of Thursday as the day off, a day that
became an oasis as the term progressed.  On the first Friday, they headed into the
Castelli hills by coach, with mass at Santa Maria in Vivario, built in a vivarium, the
water tank of a villa that was thought to have belonged to Lucullus (118- 56 BC), and
with its 11th century bell tower.  Below the church, the plain stretched towards Rome
and the sea. They continued on around the lake to see the papal residence of Castel
Gandolfo, little guessing that Pope Benedict would within months be making that his
temporary home after his historic resignation the following February.  After a
magnificent lunch overlooking the lake, and group photographs, they returned to the
Beda. These days included visits to the catacombs of San Calisto, to Santa Maria in
Trastevere and to the wonderful chapel of St Columbanus, close to St Peter’s tomb
below St Peter’s with its mosaics of Celtic spiritual life.  The House was already filling
up with students from other years: the new year was about to start. 

Wednesday 3/10/12 
At the papal audience in the hot sun of St Peter’s Square, Pope Benedict was looking
noticeably tired. 

Friday 5/10/12 
Silent reflection in the House led by Fr Peter Verity.

Wednesday 10/10/12
The Bishop of Meath, Michael Smith visited the College for lunch. He was over in Rome
for the 50th anniversary of the Second Vatican Council, and the opening of the Year of
Faith. Bishop Michael had been in Rome in 1962 taking Latin shorthand notes for the
Council. 

Sunday 14/10/12 
Copies of The Beda Review arrived and we celebrated with a book launch, introduced
by the Rector, in the student common room to mark the occasion. 

Thursday 18/10/12 
Meal and talk/film about the work of the Sant’ Egidio community in their house in
Trastevere followed by worship with the community at Santa Maria Trastevere with
simultaneous translation into English.  A number of students support the work by
helping serve food on a Tuesday night and Friday evenings.



Friday 19/10/12 
Srs Scholastica and Macrina from the German Benedictine Monastery at Dinklage
visited the Beda.

The 4th year went on retreat to Palazzola.  Joe Hogan, who said he loved the
peacefulness of the lake that lies below the house was in its library when he came upon
this text from Newman, speaking as rector of the Catholic University of Ireland to the
students in the Medical Hall:

The physical nature lies before us, patent to the sight, ready to the touch,
appealing to the senses, in so unequivocal a way that the science which is
founded upon it is as real to us as the fact of our personal existence. But the
phenomena, which are the basis of morals and Religion, have nothing of this
luminous evidence. Instead of being obtruded upon our notice, so that we
cannot possibly overlook them, they are the dictates either of Conscience or
of Faith.  They are faint shadows and tracings, certain indeed, but delicate,
fragile, and almost evanescent, which the mind recognises at one time, not at
another, – discerns when it is calm, loses when it is in agitation. The reflection
of the sky and mountains in the lake is a proof that sky and mountains are
around it, but the twilight, or the mist, or the sudden storm hurries away the
beautiful image, which leaves behind it no memorial of what it was.

Tuesday 23/10/12 
Sr Maura ran the first of her new and second hand bookstalls outside the refectory to
raise money for the missions. 

That evening, the College hosted a festive dinner synod for some of the cardinals,
archbishops, bishops and senior clergy attending the Synod for the New Evangelisation
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Fr John Breen and Fr Dermot McCaul with fourth year students, Palazzola, October 2012
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in Rome.  Amongst the guests were Archbishop Thaddaeus Kondrusiewicz, Archbishop
of Minsk, Archbishop Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham, Bishop Kieran
Conry, Bishop of Arundel and Brighton, Fr John Hughes, Rector of the Pontifical Scots
College, Archbishop Philip Tartaglia, Archbishop of Glasgow, Cardinal George Pell,
Archbishop of Sydney, Mgr Nicholas Hudson, Rector of the Venerable English College,
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe, Archbishop of Perth, Archbishop Arthur Roche,
Secretary of the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, Bishop Kieran O’Reilly,
Bishop of Killaloe, Mgr Marcus Stock, General Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales and Bishop Michael Campbell, Bishop of Lancaster.

Thursday 25/10/13 
The first gita of the new term was to Santa Croce where Newman did his novitiate in
1845 for six months washing floors, then on to the Basilica di San Giorgio at Velabro,
Cardinal Newman’s titular church, then to the church of St Philip Neri.  His oratory
had inspired Newman to start his own oratory, then to Propaganda Fide where Newman
had studied to be a Catholic priest and, after lunch, to the English College as it was the
feast of the English Martyrs and finally to the Newman Centre run by the Sisters of The
Work.  (Details of other gitas are in a separate article.)

Friday 26/10/12 
Sr Carmel Spratt joined the FMDM community of Sisters at the Beda, having spent the
previous thirty years in Australia.

Sunday 4/11/12
Academic Mass. Professor Philip Esler, Principal of
St Mary’s University College, Twickenham, London,
accompanied by his wife Patricia, visited the College
over the weekend.  Beda College students, who had
graduated (in absentia , or - where noted - in person,)
at the SMUC academic awards ceremony in
Westminster Cathedral on Wednesday 18 July 2012,
and who were present at the Academic mass on
Sunday 4 November, were individually congratulated
by him at the end of the mass. A festive lunch
followed.  The following students received academic
awards from St Mary’s University College: Gabriel
Anabidom, Bachelor of Theology, Felix Augustin,
Bachelor of Divinity, Dominic Byrne, Bachelor of

Dr Philip Eisler with Rev. Terence
McGovern at the academic Mass,

October 2012.



Theology, Steven Clemente, Bachelor of Theology,
Luke Thilak Fernando, Bachelor of Theology,
Simon Grainger, Bachelor of Divinity, Phillip Hall,
Bachelor of Theology, Joseph Hogan, Bachelor of
Theology, Alfons Holela, Bachelor of Divinity,
Joseph Holloway, Bachelor of Theology, Maselino
Lafaele, Bachelor of Theology (graduated in
person), Paul Lee, Bachelor of Theology
(graduated in person), Terence McGovern,
Bachelor of Divinity, Charles Merrill, Bachelor of
Divinity, Peter Rozitis, Bachelor of Theology,
Martin Tate, Bachelor of Divinity, Leonard Tatt,
Bachelor of Theology (graduated in person),
William John Tumaini, Bachelor of Divinity,
Mansel Usher, Bachelor of Theology (graduated
in person), Anthony Wood, Bachelor of Theology,
Alan Burgess, Graduate Diploma in Theology,
Patrick Duffy, Graduate Diploma in Theology,
Louis Rieunier, Graduate Diploma in Theology.  In addition one student received an
award at the Pontifical University of St Thomas Aquinas  –  the Angelicum: Jeremy Milne,
Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology.

Saturday 17/11/12
The House had a period of recollection that continued until mass on Sunday that was
led by the Abbot on the theme of Mary and Martha.

Wednesday 21/11/12 
On the memorial of the
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, the rite of Admission to
Candidacy for Holy Orders for
those who would be ordained
deacon in June took place. The
Most Reverend Arthur Roche
presided and Bishop Tom Burns
was amongst the celebrants.  There
was a festive dinner following the
mass.
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Dr Philip and Mrs Eisler, of St Mary's
University College Twickenham, with

Mgr Roderick Strange. Annual
Academic Mass, November, 2012

Bishop Tom Burns with Candidates for the Diaconate,
Paul Underwood and Keith Evans, November 21, 2012.
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Thursday 22/11/12 
Gita on the feast of St Cecilia was a  tour of the Basilica of Santa Cecilia, Mass at Sant’
Agostino with music by the Pontificio Instituto di Musica Sacra, guided tour of the
Auditorium Parco della Musica, visit to the Museum of Musical Instruments and a
thanksgiving dinner at the Abbey Theatre pub with live Irish music.

Friday 23/11/12
First year left for Palazzola for the weekend where they deepened their understanding
of each other’s journey of faith and the way ahead.

Saturday 1/12/12
The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester
visited the College and individually met
each student and the staff.  The UK
ambassador to the Holy See wrote in his
blog at the time: “They were here to
celebrate the work, teaching and history
of the British Pontifical Colleges.  They
visited the Pontifical Scots College on St
Andrew’s Day, commemorated the
English Martyrs at the Venerable
English College and were the first ever
Royal visitors to the Pontifical Beda
College that same day.  The history of
the relationship between Crown and
Papacy, the United Kingdom and Holy
See, is long and complex. The presence
of Their Royal Highnesses in Rome, and
what they did, shows just how far that
relationship has developed.  Like our
history, we must never take for granted
the protection of fundamental rights
and liberties.  The Duke was surprised
to find, on a visit to the Papal Basilica of St Paul’s outside the Walls, the motto of the Order
of the Garter on the coat of arms of the adjoining Benedictine Abbey.  The honour had
been the gift of King Henry VIII, the Catholic monarch responsible for the break with the
Roman Catholic Church.  Sometimes, knowing the complexities of our history fortifies
our modern effort to stand up for human rights and authentic values today.”

The Duke of Gloucester in  conversation with
College students. L/R: Michael Ellis, Laurence

Gambella and Philip Fleming. December 1, 2012

The Duchess of Gloucester in conversation 
with Fr John Breen and Shaun Richards. 

December 1, 2012



Wednesday 5/12/12
The festive Christmas lunch as an
opportunity to mark the 15th year of
the Rector at the Beda and to thank
the personale and the sisters for all
they do and to give them presents. 

Friday 7/12/12 
The Christmas concert was led by the
first year.  It began with a recorded
message from the Rector, who had left
the day before on sabbatical to work
on an edition of Newman’s letters. 

Saturday 8/12/12 
Simon Agak professed his final vows
in the Basilica San Giovanni and
invited people back to the
celebrations with his Rosminian
community. 
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The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester on their visit to the Beda College with Mgr Roderick Strange
(Rector), Fr John Breen and Fr Timothy Wright, December 1, 2012

Beda College personale (domestic staff) receive
Christmas gifts from the students. Pictured from

L/R are Anna, Maria Grazia and Lucia,
December, 2012

First year performers at the Christmas concert,
December, 2012
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Monday 10/12/12
The weather started to get colder and the Vice-Rector announced that winter duvets
could be collected from the laundry room. 

Sunday 16/12/12
On Gaudete Sunday, a celebration
for Advent and Christmas began
with the House and guests
assembled in the student common
room with words of welcome,
singing and the lighting of candles
before everyone processed into the
chapel with carols and readings in
German, Aramaic, Irish, Kannada,
and finally in Welsh, Malay, Samoan,
Polish, Italian and Sinhala before the
Gospel reading, Magnificat, Blessing
and deposition of the Blessed
Sacrament and a further candle-lit
procession to the Refectory for a
magnificent festive meal. 

Thursday 20/12/12- Saturday 5/1/13
Christmas break

Sunday 6/1/13
The Feast of the Epiphany was celebrated followed by a festive meal for the community. 

Thursday 17/1/13
Gita to St Peter’s where Fr Chris celebrated Mass at the tomb and altar of Blessed John
Paul II and afterwards the group, that included Srs Carmel Spratt and Maura
Bermingham and Espin, the son of one of the first year students, went down into the
Scavi under St Peter’s to see where St Peter was buried, to learn the sequence of
buildings, from the martyrdom of St Peter to the present day, by which the sacred place
had been preserved and also to glimpse where the remains of the prince of the apostles
himself lay.  It was a memorable event. 

The College's Advent Liturgy, celebrated 
16 December, 2012

Crib scene in the College chapel



Saturday 19/1/13
The Unity Service for the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity on the
theme from Micah of “What does
the Lord require of us?  To do
justice.  To love kindness.  To walk
humbly with God.”  On entering the
chapel, each person received a coin
of different weight and, in pairs,
placed the coins on a scale by the
altar, a symbol of how each person
made a difference to the overall
balance of the Church.  

The Very Rev. David
Richardson, the Archbishop of
Canterbury’s representative to the
Holy See and Director of the
Anglican Centre in Rome gave the
sermon.  It was the last time he
would visit the College in that
capacity as his successor, Archbishop
David Moxon, who is a co-chair of
ARCIC III took up his post later 
in May. 

Tuesday 22/1/13
Sr Frances Woolman arrived for a week.  She came at the Sisters’ invitation to support
the community  and help Srs Assumpta and Fidelis prior to their departure for England.

Friday 25/1/13
The Beda community attended St Paul’s for the solemn Vespers led by Pope Benedict
for the closing of the week for Christian Unity.  Sr Carmel writes, “We had a good view
of Pope Benedict, who appeared very frail.  He presided at the liturgy.”

Monday 28/1/13
A week of exams started to mark the end of the first semester. 
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Canon David Richardson addresses students 
and staff at the Beda College Unity Service, 

19 January 2013

Canon David Richardson and Fr John Breen lead the
Beda College Unity Service, 19 January 2013
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Saturday 2/2/13
Sr Assumpta, who had returned from England for a short stay was returning the
following week to England, along with Sr Fidelis and the community said goodbye with
a delicious Chinese supper and entertainment which included Sr Maura on the
accordion, a song by first year students Anthony Lappin and Albert Smith and further
songs by Kevin Murphy and Fr John Breen. 

Thursday 7/2/13
Students and Srs Carmel and Maura went to Vatican Radio for the recitation of the
Rosary in Latin.  

Friday 8/2/13
The regular visit by students to help the community of Sant’ Egidio feed hundreds of
hungry people, some homeless and almost all without paid work, in Trastevere on
Fridays continued throughout the year and was supported by the FMDM Sisters. 

Saturday 9/2/13
Srs Assumpta Williams and Fidelis Shepherd departed the Beda.  The former had been
here for 32 years and the latter for nine years.  The entire community of the Beda
expressed deep gratitude to the sisters for their years of service at a farewell dinner prior
to their departure.

Monday 11/2/13
Pope Benedict announced his resignation and retirement from Papal responsibilities.
Like so much of the Catholic world and beyond, the Beda was caught up in the power
and drama of the announcement even while believing in the wisdom of the Pope in
making his decision. 

Wednesday 13/2/13
During Lent, Station Masses were held each morning in a different church in Rome
and many were attended by students, sisters and staff.  It meant a very early departure
from College to allow time to get back before lectures started at 9 am.  Those who did
it were by the end of Lent tired but pleased.  Sr Carmel wrote, “A wonderful experience
and opportunity to pray in the churches and absorb the centuries of prayerfulness and
worship  that have taken place in these sacred spaces.” 



Saturday 16/2/13
Fr Dermot McCaul led the community in a time of reflection on the theme of
forgiveness that focussed on Rembrandt’s picture of the Biblical story of the father
welcoming home his prodigal son, with the older son looking on. 

Tuesday 19/2/13
Dinner in the College attended by the Conference Members of the English-speaking
Rectors of Europe. 

Sunday 24/2/13
Members of the House went to St Peter’s Square for Pope Benedict’s final angelus
appearance.  Massive crowds thronged the Square to see His Holiness and to give thanks
to him for his years of dedicated service.

Wednesday 27/2/13 
Lectures were cancelled to allow students to attend the Pope’s final audience in St Peter’s
Square with an estimated 200,000 others.  Pope Benedict’s resignation took place the
next day.

Friday 1/3/13
Second year students went to Palazzola for talks and reflections on sexuality and
celibacy led by Fr Stephen Rehrauer, accompanied by Fr John Breen and Fr Dermot
McCaul.  Visitors  who had come to plan their forthcoming nuptials joined in with the
cheerful informal discussions with students in the Library.  Across the waters of the
lake, the now Pope Emeritus was staying in Castel Gandolfo until the rooms being
prepared for him in the Vatican were ready. 

62 THE BEDA REVI EW | 2012- 2013

THE BEDA D IARY 2012-2013

Cloudburst onto 
the College gardens,
mid-May 2013. 



THE BEDA D IARY 2012-2013

THE BEDA REVI EW | 2012- 2013 63

Thursday 7/3/13 
FMDM Sr Marie Grogan joined the community for a week.

Sunday 10/3/13
Laetare Sunday.  The main celebrant was Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor who
was in Rome for the Conclave that would meet the following Tuesday to elect the new
Pope.  The Schola sang Rutter’s “For the beauty of the earth” from the balcony at the
back of the chapel.  Members of the Venerable English College were guests at the special
lunch at the Beda at the end of which the Cardinal spoke of the process by which the
last Pope had been elected.  On Tuesday a number of students went to St Peter’s Square
to watch and wait for the election of the new Pope.

Wednesday 13/3/13
The Station Mass was in St
Paul’s Basilica and the College
refectory provided breakfast for
a good many guests.

That evening, the Rt Revd
Terence Drainey, Bishop of
Middlebrough bestowed the
Ministry of Acolyte on John
Bagnall, Lambert Bakourebe,
William Bowder, David Burke,
Michael Ellis, Philip Fleming,
Nathan McKay, Tom Montgomery, Kevin Murphy, Shaun Richards, Jonathan Rose,
Herman Schaepman and Patrick Toohey.  As the new acolytes gathered for their
photograph afterwards, news came that white smoke had just emerged from the chimney
of the Sistine Chapel.  Everyone hurried into the student common room which had been
prepared for the festive occasion of the Acolytes’ institution and, in festive spirit, watched
on the large television.  The Rector was also to be seen on TV commentating on the
proceedings for the BBC.  People were sitting for the festival meal when the new pope’s
name was announced.  Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio from Argentina had been elected as our
Pope.  He wished to be called Francis after St Francis of Assisi.  The excitement at the
Beda was tangible.  A number of people hurried to St Peter’s Square while others left the
meal from time to time to check on developments.  

It was a truly memorable day.

Bishop Terence Drainey with the new Acolytes. 
March 13, 2013.



Monday 18/3/13
Silent retreats began this week for all four years.  The first and second years’ retreat was in
house.  Tony Lappin writes, “The Lenten Retreat this year for first and second year students
was given by Mgr John Marsland, the former rector of Ushaw Seminary.  Over a period of
six days, we were introduced to various aspects of the person of Jesus: The Boy and Man
of Nazareth, The Teacher, Our Friend and Brother, The Healer, The Man of Prayer, The
Troublemaker, The Prophet of the Reign of God, The Suffering Servant, The Risen
Lord.  Alongside many personal stories shared by Mgr John, was an in-depth reflection on
the Our Father as a way of understanding the relationship between Jesus and the Father.”
The third year retreat was at Casa Emmaus, Bagnoregio, led by Mgr Andrew Faley.  Bill
writes, “The food was excellent, as was the house wine, the place was deeply peaceful and
the sense of relaxation as the Spirit moved us deeper into the understanding of what
awaited us as deacons, was tangible.  On Palm Sunday Fr Andrew blessed the palms each
of us held in the garden overlooking the valley beside a mural of Jesus breaking bread with
the disciples at Emmaus and then we processed through the garden, out into the road and
in through the west door of the community’s chapel for Mass.” 

Of the fourth year retreat, Paul Lee writes, “Società San Paulo in Tor San Lorenzo
was a lovely setting for our eight day period of quiet reflection, in preparation for priestly
ordination.  It was based on the Jesuit model of reflecting on various scripture passages
for an accumulated total of around four hours a day.  The real benefit of the retreat, for
me, was the focus placed on individual guidance.  It allowed the opportunity to converse
with an experienced hand on a daily basis, with lots of time to reflect on my own
relationship with God in a way that communal retreats have never really achieved.”  
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Bishop Terence Drainey, and new minister Kevin Murphy, 
the Ministry of Acolyte Mass, March 13, 2013
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Tuesday 19/3/13
Pope Francis presided at his
inaugural mass as Pope.  In
Bagnoregio the third year
watched it on the television.
Students, staff and sisters in the
Beda where the retreat was due to
start on Thursday, joined the
huge crowds for the occasion. 

Wednesday 27/3/13
Many joined the Seven Churches’
walk from St Paul’s visiting  St
John Lateran, St Maria Maggiore,
San Sebastiano fuori le mura, San
Lorenzo, Sante Croce and St
Peter’s.

Thursday 28/3/13. 
The Easter Triduum began when
eleven men and one woman had
their feet washed by the Rector in
the ceremony for the Holy
Thursday Mass.  With Easter Day,
the mid-term week-long break
began. Many went to St Peter’s
Square for Easter Mass. 

Sunday 14/4/13
Beda students, staff, personale
and guests in the House attended
the pontifical mass at St Paul’s
when Pope Francis took
possession of the basilica.
Afterwards they individually
met the Holy Father.  Mansel
Usher and Tony Wood deaconed
at the Mass.

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor celebrates the
Beda College Lenten Oasis Mass, March 10, 2013.

The College Rector Mgr Roderick Strange lights the
Paschal Candle, the Easter Vigil Mass, 2013.

Sr Carmel, Sr Maura and Fr John share a joke at the
Easter party, 2013.

Don't wake the neighbours! Larry, and his firework
display, during 2013's Easter party.



Wednesday 8/5/13
The Rector bestowed the ministry of lector on William Bowder, Declan Brett, Warren
Collier, Darren Jones, Anthony Lappin, Paul McHugh, Geoff McIlroy, Humphry
Nwajoko, Richard Peel, Mark Rucci, Albert Smith and Darien Sticklen.  Each new reader
was given a copy of Nicholas King’s New Testament “freshly translated with a cutting-
edge commentary” as it says on the cover. It is indeed very good. The liturgy was
followed by photographs and a festive meal.
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Ministry of Lector candidates during mass, May 8, 2013.

Mgr Roderick Strange and College staff, with Tish Nichol and students, Ministry of Lector, 2013
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Thursday 9/5/13
The sisters went to England to their Motherhouse, Ladywell to attend a post chapter
meeting and to rejoice with their new Congregational Leader, Jane Bertelsen and her team.

Wednesday 22/5/13
Twelve men made their declarations of faith before the Rector in the chapel during the
evening mass.  The Rector said how appropriate the readings for the Wednesday of the
seventh week in ordinary time in year one were.  He thanked Sr Marie, who was on the
FMDM Council for her support of the sisters over the years as this was her last time in
the house in that capacity.  There was a heavy thunderstorm during Mass. 

Saturday 25/5/13
Bede’s day.  The sun shone mildly, people commented how much cooler it was than last
year. A beautiful cake had been prepared for the feast day.

Sunday 26/5/13
The Abbot presided for his last Sunday mass and the 4th Trinity Sunday at which he
had presided since he came seven years ago. 

Monday 27/5/13
Nine days of exams began. 

Pina, Angelo and Maria Grazia present the colourful cake they made in celebration 
of St Bede's day, 2013.



Wednesday 29/5/13
The departing fourth year were thanked by the new Dean of Students, David Casey for
their contribution to the life of the community at the end of a festive meal for all those who
were leaving, staff and students. 

Friday 31/5/13
The evening was warm and clear as
House and guests gathered for the
annual barbeque, which this year
offered chicken, pork and falafel for
the vegetarians as well as the usual
sausages and hamburgers, potato,
tomato, and green salads, coleslaw,
strawberries, cream, ice cream,
chocolate salami, and musical
entertainment.  

Tuesday and Wednesday 4, 5/6/13
Those who were leaving were invited to coffee or tea and cakes with the sisters.  Sr Carmel
read out a report which the sisters had discovered while they were sorting out their archives
before moving to smaller accommodation within the College.  It was a letter to their Mother
Superior at the time of the opening of the College in 1960.  For the first two months, the
sisters had washed the laundry for the College in the convent bathroom: “Many alterations
have had to be made to provide for a vegetable house, and a room in which to store the
wine, and of course one of the most important places for us, the laundry.  On November
21st the little washing machine was connected up to the electricity, so we were able to use
it for the first time.  So now in the laundry we have the sinks, pulleys and washing
machine…the ironing room is being prepared.”  In those days the sisters did all the laundry
and cleaning for the students and staff for whom they worked tirelessly.

Friday 14/6/13
Twelve men were ordained deacon in St Paul’s Basilica by Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor and a festive meal was held in the College gardens afterwards.  During
communion we sang: “Once we were a people afraid, lost in the night. Then by your cross
we were saved; dead became living, life from your giving. Something which we have
known, something we’ve touched, what we have seen with our eyes: this we have heard; life-
giving Word.”
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Mgr Strange opens this year's barbecue celebrations.
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The New Men
Simon Agak
I am a religious in the Institute of Charity (Rosminians),
and was born in 1978 in Siaya, western region of Kenya
where I lived with three brothers, four sisters and my
parents.  I joined the Rosminians in August 2001 doing a
postulancy in Lushoto, Tanzania for seven months.  In 2002
I joined the novitiate for two years leading to my temporary
vows.  I worked in a special school for the disabled, blind,
deaf and dumb children where I learnt Braille and sign
language.  Teaching the blind and deaf in class and seeing
them grasp the concepts and do well in their exams just as
“normal children” is in itself a revelation of the wonders of God in every human life.

Upon my profession in August 2004 I joined the International House of
Formation in Nairobi.  I enrolled for a teaching course at Christ the Teacher Institute
of Education, majoring in Language, Literature and Religious studies.  I graduated in
2009 after which I was sent for mission in Rosmini High School in Tanga, Tanzania
where I taught language and literature while also serving in the administration.
Listening to young people, supporting them through their life confusion and seeing
them move on positively is encouraging and rewarding in one’s religious life. 

Being in Rome has brought me face to face with the Holy See of St Peter, the pillar
of the Church. There are times that I have had an opportunity to attend the mass and
other prayers with the Pope, which have been very inspiring to me as a religious and to
my mission in the Church as a member of the Rosminian Congregation. 

Bill Bowder
My vocation to the Catholic priesthood came six years
ago  and since then, I and others  have tested that voice to
ask, was it of God, was it just my own voice, had I
understood it correctly?  I was already an Anglican
clergyman and working in London as a full-time
journalist on the Church Times, an Anglican weekly
newspaper.  I was also helping out as an assistant priest in
parishes in south Oxfordshire where for three years I
worked in the evenings and weekends on a house-for-duty basis.  Fr Pearsall received
me into the Catholic Church on St Luke’s Day 18 October 2008. 

Beda Review
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Before returning to England I had been four years as a Church of Ireland rector
in the Wicklow Mountains with three parishes.  I had moved back to Ireland in 1997
after seven and a half years as chaplain to the University of Kent at Canterbury and to
the Kent Institute of Art and Design.  In Ireland I continued my studies for an M Phil
in Ecumenics at the Irish School of Ecumenics.  I had studied Philosophy in Trinity
College, Dublin and later married Caroline, a fellow student, when she returned from
teaching on VSO in Nigeria to read for an MA in English  at the University of Kent
where I was finishing a two year Postgraduate Diploma in Social Work.  I worked as a
probation officer in Coventry and a journalist in Liverpool and London while I studied
for the Anglican ministry and was ordained priest in 1982 in St Paul’s Cathedral by the
late Graham Leonard, then Bishop of London.  I served as a curate in St Stephen’s, Bush
Hill Park, Enfield and after my three year curacy ended I went to Co. Waterford in
Ireland first as rector of three parishes and then as Dean of Lismore Cathedral and its
six parishes.  Our third son was born in Waterford.

In 2010 I spent a year at Allen Hall Seminary in London.  After that, I took a year
away from seminary while I produced The Body, a play written by Caroline, ran a book
stall in Chapel Market in Islington and wrote.  Bishop Alan Hopes then asked me to
come to the Beda.  

Declan Brett 
I was born in Dudley, Worcestershire.  I have lived in
Chicago, Birmingham (UK), Boston (US), Leicestershire,
and now my home is in Sheffield.  A lot of my travel has
been in pursuit of my vocation.  Each step was important,
and now, Deo volente, I have a fuller picture of what my
vocation is.  

In 1991 I went to Oscott College as a student for
Birmingham.  After completing two years of studying, I thought about taking some
time out to evaluate my vocation, after a rather harrowing pastoral placement.  I looked
at religious life for quite a while, but could not find a community that felt like home.

I returned to Chicago and fell into the Commercial Property & Casualty Insurance
Industry.  After buying a house in Blue Island, IL, I also got in to local politics.  I was a
Commissioner for Historical Preservation and also ran for Alderman.  In 2008, while
working quite late, I thought, “Why am I killing myself?”  The next day I resigned, and
used proceeds from an inheritance to take time to assess my life.  With a lot of prayer
and increased activity in my parish, the idea of vocation came back to me.  I decided to
look at monastic life.  In 2009, I entered Mount St Bernard Abbey in Leicestershire.  
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I enjoyed it there, but as Lectio Divina developed in my life, the promptings of the Spirit
and the Word led me back to the idea of diocesan priesthood.  I am now a seminarian
at the Beda and, I look forward to being a priest, God willing, for Hallam Diocese.

Warren Collier
I was born in Drogheda, Co. Louth, Ireland in 1975.  I
came from a strong Catholic family.  Both my parents
gave me a strong sense of faith.  I have one sister.  I went
to Collon National School and then to St Oliver’s
Community College, Drogheda.  During my time in St
Oliver’s I went on a pilgrimage to Our Lady’s shrine in
Knock, Co. Mayo. There the idea of priesthood came to
me and has never left me. 

While I was in school I made contact with a priest who took me to a seminary in
Waterford to see what it was like.  There was a play on at the time and I got to meet
many of the students who all had great words of encouragement and support so when
I left school I joined St John’s College in Waterford and studied philosophy there for
two years.  After the two years I decided to take a year break.  However, one year became
two and the years rolled on.  My reason for taking a break was to get some experience
working.  And so I got a job driving a school bus.

I spent 16 years driving buses doing the same route.  I made great friends.  It was
a gift to able to share in people’s life journey.  I enjoyed every minute driving but there
was always something missing.  My life was not content.  All during those years I was
at a crossroads not knowing which way to go.  All through these years Our Lord was
always beside me, though at times I could not realise this.  I applied many times to
return to the seminary but held back at the last minute. 

I had always a strong sense of faith which got me through the difficult times.  As
I look back now on those years I have learned much about myself and my vision of
priesthood.  I started to work in my local parish which was a great help to me.  Many
people used to ask me if I ever thought again about priesthood.  And in truth my sense
of call to priesthood never left me since that day in Knock.  So, after many years at the
crossroads, I am in Rome to discern my vocation. 

While on holiday in March 2012 in New York I went to mass in St Patrick’s Cathedral.
Cardinal Timothy Dolan was giving the homily.  He spoke about the JOY that is our faith,
the three letters standing for: JESUS, OTHERS, YOURSELF.  It gave me a deep sense of
what faith is all about.  We don’t hear much talk today about love for each other.
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For me it’s the greatest gift we can give another person.  During my experience at
mass it removed the crossroads for me. And for the first time in years it gave me clear
direction. During my summer holidays in August I was back in New York, where I was
able to thank Cardinal Dolan in person for his help to me. 

Darren Jones
I was born in Leeds in 1969, into a nominally Anglican
family.  My introduction into the Christian faith came
through the Anglican choral tradition, singing in church
choirs as a child and teenager.  Firmly rooted in the
Anglo-Catholic tradition of the Anglican Church, I was
readily drawn to seek full communion with the Catholic
Church and was received into it at the age of 21.
Interestingly, the Leeds priest who received me was
himself a convert and had trained at the Beda in the 1960s.  In all this, even from my
teenage years, there was always a sense of vocation, however unclear at the time.

After school and college, I decided to explore my vocational calling within the NHS,
eventually qualifying in 1992 as an Operating Department Practitioner.  As a result, for
the last 25 years I have worked within the operating theatres as a surgical practitioner in
the fields of Adult and Paediatric Cardio Thoracic surgery, and Hepato–Pancreatico
Biliary surgery and Liver Transplantation.  The past 18 years of my professional life were
devoted specifically to the fields of liver surgery and transplantation as clinical manager
for one of the largest liver transplant programmes in the UK.

In relation to my vocational journey, I began to explore various ideas, being very
involved within my parish community.  I was accepted for the diaconal formation
programme with Maryvale Institute, Birmingham, for the Diocese of Leeds.

It was during my second year of formation that the idea of “a call” to priesthood
emerged.  Until then I had been firmly convinced that the Lord had been calling me to
serve as a Deacon.  This sense of calling grew and so after a discussion with my bishop, I
was accepted as a seminarian.  As part of my discernment process I had the good fortune
to visit the College on the Beda Experience during Holy Week.  Five months later I arrived
to begin my first year of priestly formation here at the Beda – an amazing journey!

The experience of studying in Rome affords many incredible opportunities – being
in the “heart of the Church” as I continue to discern the will of the Lord.  Seminary life
offers an immense privilege to journey with some amazing people from all walks of life,
with many talents and rich personal experiences.  Laudate Jesu Christe!
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Anthony Lappin
I was born in 1965 into a very loving Catholic family and
spent most of my childhood and teenage years in
Loanhead, a small town outside Edinburgh.  I attended
the local schools and was heavily involved in my local
parish St Margaret of Scotland  as altar boy and later
church organist.  I already had a sense of vocation to the
priesthood and for part of my secondary education I
spent time at St Mary’s College, Blairs, in Aberdeen, which
was Scotland’s national junior seminary.  After a year at
Blairs, I returned to St David’s High School in Dalkeith to complete my secondary
education.

After leaving school, I joined a religious order, the Oblates of Mary Immaculate,
and entered the novitiate in Dublin in the mid-1980s.  However, at 19 I was not ready
to make life-long commitments; I also realised that my vocation was not to religious life.

Having qualified in Community Education, I began a career in social work in
Edinburgh and then in Glasgow as part of a new project within youth homelessness.  My
25 year career focused on social work and education with young people who experience
social, emotional and behavioural challenges.  For the past nine years, I was a director
and chief executive officer of an independent child care organisation which provided
residential care and education to some of Scotland’s most vulnerable and challenging
young people in a variety of settings: residential school, alternative to secure care, foster
care service, through-care and after-care service and family work.  I also trained and
qualified as a psychotherapist and clinical hypnotherapist in 1998 and established a
private practice in the west end of Glasgow.  I worked therapeutically with individuals
and couples, specialising in anxiety, depression, trauma, family work and couple-
counselling, and worked both from cognitive-behavioural and psychodynamic
perspectives. 

However, following my father’s death in 2007 and my mother’s death in 2010, I felt
a sense of calling to the priesthood once again.  Soon after my mother’s death her parish
priest, Fr John Morrison (a former student of the Beda College) asked me if I had
thought about priesthood.  Having spoken to Mgr Allan Chambers and Fr Alex Davie
(Vocations Director for Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh), I found myself on
the year-long seminary applicants’ course. Subsequently I was accepted by Cardinal
Keith O’Brien to study for the priesthood and by Mgr Rod Strange as a student for the
Beda College.  I am delighted to be at the Beda and to have the opportunity to further
discern God’s will for me. 
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Patrick Lobo
I was a child of the fifties and a cradle Catholic, imbued
with reverence and awe for the holy sacrifice of the mass.
Coming from a deeply religious Catholic tradition, my
dearest mother, in her simplicity, kept up the family
tradition of the daily recitation of the rosary in the home.
I grew up in an environment of tradition, prayer and
devotion and came to value the gift of family and its
values. 

I spent my early childhood in Nairobi, Kenya within the large Goan, close-knit
community. It was also a very culturally diverse and multi-faith environment.  I went
to the local Catholic boys’ grammar school, staffed by Irish missionary priests of the
Holy Ghost fathers.  Discipline was tight but they instilled in their students a deep sense
of religious conviction. 

At about 11 years, I travelled to England, and lived in north London, near the
Priory church of Our Lady and St Dominic.  I felt a deep attraction to the priesthood
and especially to the Dominicans.  I would rise early to visit a convent of Spanish
Vincentian nuns, to hear mass in Spanish. 

In my mid-twenties I drifted away from the Church.  In the early 1980s, plagued
by doubts and uncertainties of faith, I attended a prayer meeting at a nearby Catholic
church.  The action of the Holy Spirit, as if by a new Pentecost, took a positive and bold
turn in my life. The dying embers of faith turned to a flame of Hope.  While studying
at the University College of Swansea, I joined a local Catholic prayer group.  I visited the
Benedictine abbey of Belmont and the Taizé community, in France.  I was moved by the
regularity of prayer, the chant, the periods of silence and listening and especially the
teachings on Scripture. 

Three to four times a year I travelled to Goa to support my ageing parents.  After
my mother’s death, I was overcome by her loss.  In that pain Our Blessed Mother filled
the void and “adopted me”.  I thank my earthly mother for teaching me her prayer and
for nurturing me in that devotion.

The time was right to test my vocation to the religious life.  In June 2009, I finally
joined the Monastery of St Michael and all Angels, Belmont, in Hereford.  I was clothed
in the Benedictine habit the following year.  It was my commitment to live the monastic
life with my brothers in Christ, under an Abbot, following the Rule of St Benedict:
“preferring nothing whatsoever to Christ”.
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Paul McHugh 
My ancestry is, as far as I know, northern Irish for
generations.  Though they met and married when they
moved to England, my late parents hailed from a small
corner in Tyrone, farm folk from the Donegal borderlands.
My father used to speak of ancestors from Co. Down, and
of their being chased off that land centuries before.  We
were a big Catholic working class family.  

My father worked in the mines of Nottinghamshire – a tough life, but a living
good enough to keep us all fed, shod and sheltered.  I was baptised in St Philip Neri’s
parish church in Mansfield and grew up in that unpretentious market and mining town,
where “duck” is a term of endearment and whose claim to fame before the meteoric rise
of the Olympic gold medalist, Rebecca Adlington was a small plaque in the town centre
that marked the centre of Sherwood Forest as it once was.  I went to the local grammar
school and thence to university.  After graduation, I applied to teach in a developing
nation and ended up in Zimbabwe.  I spent some years there; I taught in a district
council school to the north of Harare.  The school buildings were shabby blocks set
among the stark and beautiful granite whalebacks of that area.  Though the medium of
instruction was meant to be English, it helped if you knew Shona (the local language).
I loved my time there and wondered in those years whether I was called to be a Jesuit
(we stayed at a Jesuit Mission).  After some reflection, I decided not.  Instead, I trained
to teach in England and undertook further studies at postgraduate level. 

I spent a good few years teaching in different Catholic state and independent
secondary schools in the south of England.  Though frequently tough and emotionally
draining, I found teaching – and teaching RE especially – to be deeply worthwhile and
sometimes a joy in later years (though I loathed the rise of educational bureaucracy
through this time).  Regarding the priesthood, I’ve often felt it something I should
explore, though lack of will and other pressing considerations took me from serious
enquiry for years. Recent changes in life and particularly the loss of loved ones, stirred
in me a new determination to pursue matters with the Archdiocese of Birmingham. So
here I am.
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Geoffrey McIlroy
Hi, my name is Geoffrey McIlroy, my home is in Australia
but I was born in Denton, Manchester England in 1962,
the first born child of Catholic parents Francis and Jean
McIlroy. After 18 months my sister Susan was born. We
migrated to Australia in 1968. 

Growing up in Australia I was very happy and had
a loving family.  I was a studious student, I enjoyed Scouts
and I was active in the Church Youth Club at the Keysborough parish of the
Resurrection in the Archdiocese of Melbourne, Victoria.  I went to a secondary
technical/trade school for four years and then went on to St Bede’s Catholic College.
By this time however, school was a poor second or third in my priorities.  I was nearly
18 and had a motorbike and rebelled in a big way.  I left school, home, family and faith
and began a reckless, hedonistic lifestyle.  I lived a short time in squats with drug users,
dealers, prostitutes, alcoholics and criminals.  I did eventually move in with friends and
girlfriends, in many rental flats, but I was still mixing with the social outcasts and living
that lifestyle.  It was a very violent time in my life.  I tried moving on and did various
jobs.  In 1985 I had a serious motorbike accident and spent months in hospital and a
year on an invalid pension. I’ve had multiple operations on my leg and I still have screws
and pins in my knee causing restricted movement. 

In 1986 age 23, I abandoned my old life.  I began working as a laboratory
technician in a company of manufacturing chemists which sent me to university part-
time, where I graduated with a Diploma in Applied Science in Laboratory Technology.
I worked there for 24 years, leaving in 2010 to join the seminary by which time I was
heading a large department responsible for upholding all our manufacturing licences
and working on committees with the Australian Government and as an extrinsic auditor
of manufacturing companies in Australia and overseas.  I had a beautiful house in the
hills outside Melbourne. 

In 1999 I reconnected with my faith and began attending church again.  I
volunteered and started helping drug, alcohol and gambling addicts find rehabilitation
centres or fellowship meetings.  Some stayed in my own home.  I joined a local Anglican
church and ran bible study groups from my house and I became a ministry leader of a
Christian counselling service.  But I still enjoyed riding motorbikes and the outreach it
offered, so I kept (and still have) a Harley and as President of the Christian Motorcyclists
Association I visited injured motorcyclists in hospitals.  I led a mission team to the
island of Mindoro in the Philippines and after I returned I was needed as a part-time
carer (weekends) for my terminally ill sister.  I was privileged to share some special
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moments with carers and priests in palliative care and witnessed love of an
unconditional kind.  Through my sister’s long illness and death in 2008, then my father’s
short illness and death also in 2008 and in me returning to the Catholic Church, I felt
my faith grow even stronger.  My mother is my only living relative in Australia, and is
a “living Angel”. 

Some three years ago I felt impelled to look into the priesthood and I spent 18
months in a seminary in Melbourne and here I am now at the Beda, still pursuing – still
discerning. 

Humphrey Nwajoko
The ways of God are actually different from the ways of
man and His thoughts also differ greatly from the
thoughts of man says Isaiah 55.  His words are final and
no matter how a man tries and works hard, even in the
vineyard of God, if he has not found and accepted the
ultimate will of God for his life, he remains restless and
unfulfilled.

I tried all I could to subdue the desire and call for the Catholic priesthood but the
thought, desire and hunger continually refused to leave me.  I did try to become more
devout for the things of God in order to convince myself that one could become a very
good Catholic without being a priest, but a thought continually and persistently was in
me saying, “I chose you before I gave you life and before you were born I selected you
to serve me in a special way”.  I also adopted the tactics of delay and postponement so
as to weaken the desire, but after some years these tactics became ineffective and the
only alternative left for me was to say, “Yes Lord, here I am to do your will”.  One evening
I went to see the Bishop of Nnewi Diocese, Nigeria and let him know the thought I had
haboured for many years. He gave fatherly advice and counsel and told me about the
application process.

After I was accepted, my bishop secured admission for me to the Beda College for
2011-12.  But the visa documents came late so I had to defer and joined this academic
year.  And here I am now studying as a seminarian for the Catholic priesthood and
praying that the will of God will take place in my life.

Before I joined the seminary I had a successful carrier in private business in
Nigeria which specialises in importing automobile spare parts from some countries.  I
studied Mass Communication and Philosophy in the University.
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Richard Peel
I was born in Oxfordshire into a Catholic family, and we
moved to Finchley, London when I was eight.  Although
I went to Catholic schools and was an altar server, when
I was about 14 I thought I might as well give up going to
church and walk away from what was only a nominal
Catholicity and faith.  By God’s grace however, I got the
idea that before forgetting about him I should pray every
night for a week for faith.  “If you’re out there, God, show
yourself to me.”  To my great surprise, that week, I was blessed with a powerful
conversion experience and found I believed!

After that, I started going to mass more willingly.  Around that time, one
Vocations Sunday, when the priest challenged the young men in the congregation to
consider the possibility of priesthood, I opened my mind to the idea.  It appeared a
credible option to which I should remain open.  I left school at 17 and started work.  I
quickly found a junior role working for a stockbroking company and progressed fast.
In total I spent seven years working in the financial markets in London.  I continued
practising my faith, and would probably have considered myself quite religious.  Then,
at 24, I felt in need of a change.

I got involved in a lay Catholic community called the Maltfriscans – a group of
people seeking to deepen their relationship with God, and support and encourage one
another in living out their Catholic faith.  It was my first time at the Maltfriscans’ annual
week-long retreat when, at mass, as the priest elevated the host at the consecration, I felt
the beginning of a call.  I imagined myself in the priest’s place, and it was an exciting
thought.  Involvement with the Maltfriscans triggered a step-change in my faith life,
and having left my job in finance, I moved to South Yorkshire where several of my new
friends from that group were living to buy a small printing business which I managed
for over 12 years, eventually moving it to Hyderabad in India.  But I over-reached and
ended up struggling with quite a large debt.  God was teaching me to be patient.  I
thought quite often of the idea of the priesthood, but felt trapped by my commitments
to my staff and creditors.  I lived In Hyderabad for almost four years and towards the
end of that period, keen not to renege on my debts, sold the business to a staff member
for a modest amount and accepted a job in Hong Kong from an old friend.  There I was
eventually able to repay the money I had borrowed.  Before I returned from Hong Kong,
during my visits home to England, I made occasional contact with the vocations service
in Yorkshire.  However, it was to Westminster Diocese, where most of my family were
still living, that I finally applied.  I was delighted to be sent to the seminary in Valladolid
and now here. 
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Mark Rucci
Ten years ago, after turning 33, I pondered “Jesus was 33
when he died – what have I done with my life?”  So began
a journey searching for the truth, a journey which was to
take time; time reading, praying, crying and travelling.  I
began with a Protestant study bible and a lot of questions.
Following arguments with a Baptist friend at work in 2005
about Mary, I began a more intensive investigation of the
Catholic faith.  With the help of a close Catholic friend,
some good apologetic books and a trip to Israel, I was affirmed in the belief that the
Catholic Church was the true church created by Christ.  I started catechism classes.  As
St Augustine said, “My soul shall not rest until it rests in you”, and so I began to reform
my life. 

My dreams started materialising: I got the “job of my dreams” in 2006; in 2007 I
purchased the property of my dreams.  I attended weekday mass, then daily mass,
swapped holy books, discussed for hours God, the Church and the saints who were my
new friends.  By the end of 2008 my spiritual restlessness began again.  My dreams now
seemed extravagant given the level of poverty in the city.  My spiritual director suggested
that I visit a perpetual adoration chapel.  Within a short time, adoration of the Eucharist
began to replace night time television. 

In early 2009, I said to that spiritual director, “Mine has been an intellectual
journey, but where is the love? What am I doing to demonstrate the love of God?”  He
referred me to the Missionaries of Charity to help feed the poor in the city.  Here I came
into direct contact with God’s love on earth.  In the last months of my mother’s life these
“little white doves” brought God’s love directly to mum’s death bed.  After her death in
February 2010, I started the application process to the priesthood and entered St
Charles.  It was all to play out in God’s time.

Ronald Seery
I am a Dubliner who has spent half his life in London.  Born in 1960, I was baptised five
days after the midwife (who lived next door to our family home in East Wall) delivered
me in the front bedroom of our house.  I enjoyed my schooling and went to priestly
vocational workshops every year for three years as a teenager.  I remember returning
home after each of those weekends in a euphoric state believing God was calling me.

My secondary school career guidance teacher advised me to obtain people skills
before applying to seminary.  I answered an advertisement for student psychiatric nurses
in the daily newspaper and was accepted for training. 
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When I qualified as a psychiatric and general nurse in 1986, I thought I would only
visit and work in London for a year.  God had other plans for me and when I was working
in St Mary’s Hospital in medical/surgical and radioactive isolation (with a major component
of terminal care for patients with AIDS) I thought it would be a good amalgamation of my
nursing registrations to concentrate on the formative aspect of the HIV process and work in
sexual health in testing and support. When I started work in sexual health I encountered the
full gamut of the consequences of betrayal of trust in human relationships in the
manifestations of bacterial and virological infections, sexual assault, psychosexual and
relationship dysfunctions.

Due to the variety of problems I was expected to counsel it seemed sensible that I train
as a psychosexual psychotherapist in the Faculty of Human Sexuality in St George’s Hospital
Medical School and then I trained as a clinical supervisor for trainees.  When the forensic
sexual assault centres (Havens - Paddington, Camberwell and Whitechapel) were set up
around London (a joint NHS and Home Office initiative to address the high incidences of
rape and other sexual assault) I contributed to the setting up and organization of the Male
Sexual Assault Service, which is still unique to the Whitechapel Haven.  I still laugh at the
comment of a husband of one of the workers in the Whitechapel Haven when he read a
Christmas party invitation, “Whitechapel Haven Sexual Assault Service Dinner and Dance”,
“My goodness, that’s an evening that has everything”.

It was one morning when I had seen three clients in the Royal London sexual health
clinic and I was taking the air when it hit me that they would all benefit from seeing a priest,
rather than me.  It was a natural cognitive and spiritual progression to wonder what had
happened to my sense of vocation.  With the excellent assistance of Fr Richard Nesbitt and
His Grace Archbishop Vincent, I am now at the Beda.  Thanks be to God.

Albert Smith
My name is Albert Smith from the “Helen of the West” (St
Lucia, West Indies).  I was born on 20 June 1970 to Juliana
Smith and Patrick Emmanuel.  I belong to a family of eight,
having four brothers and one sister.  My parents taught me to
be pleasant, kind, trustworthy, helpful, understanding,
sympathetic and open-minded to everyone, always putting
myself in someone else’s situation.  I was taught to be frank
and honest, always respecting the other person.  I was taught
to always look out for the well-being of my brothers and sisters.  As I grew, I was taught to
help the less fortunate no matter who they were and to reach out and help the older persons
in my community. 

In relation to my scholastic attitude and interest, studying during my teenage years
was never something I enjoyed until tertiary level.  For me I always saw studying as
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something difficult and challenging.  However, all of this changed when I entered religious
life and more so when I attended university and studied Philosophy for the first time.  Having
completed secondary school I worked with the St Lucia Banana Growers’ Association for a
period of five years prior to entering religious life.  In 1994 I entered the Dominican Order
and remained until 1999 when I felt God was calling me to the diocesan priesthood.
Thereafter, I joined the Regional Seminary in Trinidad and studied there for three years
before deciding I needed a break.  On returning home from seminary in 2002, I worked
with the National Research and Development Foundation as an Accounts Clerk, Training
Officer and Marketing and Liaison Officer.  September 2010 was a breath of fresh air for me
when I became a member of the Technical Assistance Team of the Special Framework of
Assistance 2007 Eco/Agro Tourism Project. 

I have always had a love for the Church and for the liturgy.  It is there that I feel my
humanness meeting with God.  It is there that I am challenged to go in peace, to love and
serve the Lord. 

Darien James Sticklen
I was born and baptised in the parish of Mater Dei in
Ashgrove, Queensland, Australia, and grew up in the parish
of Our Lady of the Rosary, Brisbane.  I attended St James’
College, where I was school captain, and went on to the
University of Queensland to study for a BA.  During a gap
year I worked full-time in professional theatre.  I moved to
Sydney, working in theatre and television, then returned to
Brisbane to join the state theatre company for four years.  For
six years I then facilitated performances with national and international orchestras, opera
and ballet companies, and renowned artists for the Arts Centre in Melbourne.  I was organist
and choirmaster of the joint congregation of the Anglican and Uniting Churches at an inner
urban parish and was also involved with the 150th anniversary celebrations of St Francis’
Church, the oldest Catholic Church in Victoria.

After a sabbatical travelling first to Rome then through Europe and the US, I returned
to Melbourne and established my own firm, producing and directing arts and cultural events
of major scale.  This work often took me overseas: cultural delegations to Manchester
Commonwealth Games, the World Economic Forum in Davos and a mission to Shanghai
are some highlights.  I became a Graduate Fellow of the year-long community leadership
programme of Leadership Victoria, and chaired The Edmund Rice Foundation which raised
funds for education and health in Nairobi, Kenya.  I founded Australian Community Theatre
to generate opportunities for intergenerational mentoring.  

Good friends – priests, religious and lay – have been inspirational along my journey.
I now seek to find a deeper way of serving Christ.



Ordinations 2013
Beda Ordinations to Priesthood 2013 (as at 4 June, 2013).

Rev. Charles Merrill: Ordination: Saturday 22 June, St Paul’s Cathedral,
Birmingham, Alabama. USA

Rev. Terence McGovern: Ordination: Sunday 23 June at Carlow Cathedral,
Kildare and Leighlin, Ireland, at 2.30pm. First Mass:
Monday 24 June

Rev. Martin Tate: Ordination: Saturday, 29 June, 10.30am in Westminster
Cathedral, London

Rev. Paul Lee: Ordination: Saturday 29 June, Feast of St Peter and Paul
- St Mary’s Cathedral, Broughton Street, Edinburgh,
EH1 3JD.  1pm
First Mass - Sunday 30 June - St John the Baptist, 115
Main Street, Fauldhouse, West Lothian, EH47 9BJ

Rev. Anthony Wood: Ordination: 3 July, 7pm, St Columba’s Cathedral, Oban,
Argyll
First Mass: 4 July, Feast of St Thomas, St Kieran’s
Church, Campbeltown, Argyll

Rev. Mansel Usher:  Ordination: Saturday 6 July 2013, the Cathedral
Church of St Joseph, Convent Street, Swansea, SA1
2BX
First Mass: Sunday 7 July 2013, Sacred Heart Church,
School Road, Morriston, Swansea, SA6 6HZ

Rev. Joseph Hogan: Ordination: Sunday 7 July at 3pm in St Muredachs’s
Cathedral Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland

Rev. Titus Nkane and Ordination: 11 July, at Benedictine Abbey, Ndanda, P.o.
Rev. Alfons Holela: Ndanda via Mtwara, Tanzania
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Rev. Phillip Hall: Ordination: Saturday 20 July, at Midday, St Anne’s
Cathedral, Leeds
First Mass: Sunday 21 July, St Mary of the Angels,
Batley

Rev. Leonard Tatt: Ordination: 20 July at 12.30, St George’s Cathedral
London SE1. 
First Mass:  Sunday 21 July, Christchurch, Eltham High
Street, London SE9 1TA

Rev. Peter Rozitis: Ordination: 27 July at 10am, St Francis Xavier
Cathedral, Adelaide, Australia

Rev. Maselino Lafaele: Ordination: 9 December, Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception, Archdiocese of Samoa – Apia. PO Box
532

Rev. Joseph Holloway: Ordination: 12 December 2013.

Ordinations to the Diaconate at the Basilica of San Paolo fuori le Mura on 14 June 2013

Dominic Byrne

Ralph Candy

David Casey

Patrick Daly

Keith Evans

Laurence Gambella

John Hyland

Bernard Larkin

Paul Mizzi

Shaun Richards

Paul Underwood

Martin Wheaton

Please pray for all our deacons to be ordained to the Sacred Order of Priesthood. 

ORDINATIONS 2013
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Candidates prostrate themselves during the Diaconate Mass, 14 June 2013.

New Deacons prepare for Holy Communion during the Diaconate Mass, 14 June 2013.
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ORDINATIONS 2013

At the close of the Diaconate Mass in June. Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor with new
Deacons, Reverend Shaun Richards and Reverend Paul Mizzi.

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O'Connor with the newly-ordained Deacons, 14 June 2013.
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The Beda Association
President Mgr Roderick Strange 

Pontificio Collegio Beda 
Viale di San Paolo 18 
00146 Roma 
Italy

Hon. Secretary Rev. Michael McLaughlin
Carmel House
7 Wesley Place
Silsden
West Yorkshire  BD20 0PH
email: MIKEML2K@YAHOO.COM

Hon. Treasurer Rev. J Carlyle
St Vincent’s Presbytery
Nechell’s Parkway
Birmingham  B7 4JW

Members of the Council & Diocesan Representatives

Diocese of Arundel & Brighton To be appointed

Archdiocese of Birmingham Rev. John Cross  
St Peter’s Presbytery  
Dormer Place, Leamington Spa 
Warwickshire  CV32 5AA

Rev. Gerard Kelly 
St Francis Presbytery
101 Hunters Road, Handsworth
Birmingham B19 1EB

Rev. Vincent Royles
The Presbytery, St Thomas a Becket 
Hall Road, Marchington
Staffordshire ST14 8LG

Beda Review



THE BEDA REVI EW | 2012- 2013 87

THE BEDA ASSOCIATION

Diocese of Brentwood To be appointed

Archdiocese of Cardiff Rev. William J. Isaac
St Mary’s Presbytery
37 Ewenny Road
Bridgend  CF31 3HS

Diocese of Clifton Rev. Michael Thomas
Sacred Heart Presbytery 
8 Townsend Road
Minehead  TA24 5RG

Diocese of East Anglia To be appointed

Diocese of Hallam To be appointed

Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle Rev. Mgr Andrew Faley
St Edward’s
Coquet Avenue, Whitley Bay
Tyne and Wear NE26 1EE

Diocese of Lancaster Rev. Andrew Broster 
Our Lady & St Patrick
The Priory
Eaglesfield Street
Maryport, Cumbria CA15 6EU

Diocese of Leeds Rev. Michael McLaughlin
Carmel House
7 Wesley Place
Silsden, West Yorkshire BD20 0PH

Archdiocese of Liverpool Revd. Andrew Jolly
c/o Centre For Evangelisation 
Croxteth Drive
Liverpool L17 1AA

Rev. Ron McGivern
St Patrick’s Presbytery
67 Hardybutts
Wigan WNI 3RZ
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Diocese of Menevia To be appointed

Diocese of Middlesbrough Rev. Canon Gerard Robinson
St Mary’s Cathedral
Dalby Way 
Coulby Newham 
Middlesbrough TS8 0TW

Diocese of Northampton To be appointed

Diocese of Nottingham Rev. John Kyne
St Hugh of Lincoln Presbytery
34 Broadgate, Lincoln LN2 5AQ

Diocese of Plymouth To be appointed.

Diocese of Portsmouth Rev. David Sillince
St Boniface House
413 Shirley Road
Shirley
Southampton, Hampshire SO15 3JD

Diocese of Salford Rev. Anthony Sudlow
Cathedral Church of St John the Evangelist 
Chapel Street
Salford, Manchester M3 5LL

Diocese of Shrewsbury Rev. Robin Sutton 
9 Sherborne Road
Wallasey
Wirral, Cheshire  CH44 2EY

Rev. David Craig
42 Cromwell Court
Beam Street
Nantwich CW5 5NZ

Archdiocese of Southwark Rev. Stephen Wymer 
St Simon Stock Presbtery
5 Bleakwood Road
Walderslade
Chatham, Kent ME5 0NF
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Archdiocese of Southwark (cont.) Rev. Philip Seed
Our Lady Star of the Sea Presbytery
23 St Peter’s Road
Broadstairs CT10 2AP

Diocese of Wrexham To be appointed

Scotland Rev. Jeremy Milne [Edinburgh]
St Mary’s Cathedral
Cathedral House
61 York Place, Edinburgh EH1 3JD

Rev. Roderick Johnston [Argyle & Isles]
Holy Redeemer Presbytery
71 Kenneth Street
Stornoway HS1 2DS

Report
This year our Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday, 30 April at Wistaston Hall, the
Retreat and Pastoral Centre of the OMIs.  We were made extremely welcome and it was
decided at the AGM that all UK based meetings in the near future would be held at
Wistaston Hall.  Normally around 24 members join us for the AGM, however this year 30
members came along, some having been ordained for many years, but this being their first
venture to the AGM.  Mgr Strange opened the meeting as always with a prayer and we then
remembered those who had died over the last year who had been brought to our attention.

Remembrances
- Fr Daniel Williams, Menevia, died 4 September 2011
- Fr Kenneth Collins, Birmingham, died 10 April 2012
- Fr Trevor Clarke, Nottingham, died 12 December 2012
- Mgr Michael McConnon, Salford, died 14 February 2013
- Canon James Webb, Wrexham, died 17 February 2013
- Fr Martin Rossman, Plymouth, died 19 February 2013
- Fr Geoffrey Severs, Middlesbrough, died 5 March 2013  
- Fr James Brand, Westminster, died 27 March 2013
- Bp Tiny Muskens, Bishop Emeritus of Breda, died 17 April 2013

Rector’s Statement
The minutes of the AGM were accepted and signed by Mgr Strange.  This was followed
by the Rector’s statement, much of which is covered in his report in this Review.
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Financial Report
Rev. John Carlyle gave his report as treasurer and proposed that a gift of £2000 should be
made to the College from our funds. This was adopted.  He then spoke of the need of raising
funds for the College either as individuals or as an association.  Two ideas were suggested: 

i. Beda Association becoming a registered charity - thus subscriptions could be
gift-aided.

ii. Beda Association could become an arm of the College which is already a
registered charity.

It was agreed that Mgr Strange and Fr Carlyle should meet to further discuss these
possibilities.  It was also noted that the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom fund is now being
handled by the Archdiocese of Southwark.

Secretary’s Report
This brought us onto the report of the secretary. One of our members has raised the
following and asked that I take it to the AGM:

Has the Beda Association ever given thought to compiling a list and maybe email
contact details as to where its former students are workings as priests (country and
arch/diocese)?

This information is already available but is as up-to-date as the information that I
receive from the diocesan representative. Only two representatives contact me on a yearly basis
with the changes from their diocese.  The rest of the information is a bit of a hit and miss due
to this. This year some 220 invitations were posted out to members with 28 returned as “not
known at this address”.  This highlights the need of up-to-date information from the
diocesan representatives, please.

Has the Beda Association given thought to inviting articles for publication in The
Beda Review from former students in which they offer reflections five or ten years on after
ordination or in which they recount where they are now and what they have been doing
since ordination?  This has happened in the past.  Mgr Strange will take this back to the present
editor of The Beda Review.

Has the Beda Association given thought to encouraging formation of
provincial/diocesan associations and/or calling meetings of the same every few years and
maybe sending representatives from the Beda Association executive committee?  This idea
was raised in 2008 at an executive committee meeting in Newark.  Both Mgr Dazeley
[President of the Association at that time] and I said that we would be willing to attend
provincial/local Association meetings at any time to promote the idea of provincial/diocesan
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groups.  The idea went out to the members via the diocesan representatives; the same offer is
still open.  However in a couple of diocese [Leeds and Clifton] the members do come together
around the feast of St Bede, Mass is celebrated and then dinner enjoyed.  This has happened over
the last five or six years.

In the report on one of your past meetings [2006], I recall a plan to meet on a four year
cycle in various places including Europe.  Awareness and publication of this four year cycle,
including meeting dates and venue, a few years ahead might be helpful.  This is now in fact
actually happening.  Every four years we now meet at the Beda College in Rome.  We spoke
about this at this meeting[2013] and it seemed that the majority agreed that future meetings
outside Rome will happen at Wistaston Hall, near Crewe.  The members attending were very
happy about travelling arrangements and the fact of accommodation being available if members
wanted to stay over after the AGM.  It was suggested that the date of the AGM should be
advertised in the Ad Clerums of the dioceses of England & Wales, Scotland & Ireland. I will
enquire how easily this can be carried out and if possible will arrange it for next year.

I have compiled an Obituary Booklet on a date basis with a list of those Beda priests who
have gone before us.  This information I’ve gleaned from Beda Reviews and the information that
has been sent to me over the years.  I will re-issue it on a year to year basis as information
comes in about deaths of priests from the year 2000 backwards.  I would ask that information
of deaths that I send during the year you add as it is sent to you.

Again I ask that information on moves and retirements be sent to me on a yearly basis
by the diocesan representatives.

Election of Officers – Re-elected unopposed

President: Mgr Roderick Strange:
Secretary: Rev. Michael McLaughlin
Treasurer: Rev. John Carlyle 
Vice-president: Rev. M Thomas

Venue for the AGM in 2014
Agreed that the AGM should be held on Wednesday 14 May at the Pontificio Collegio
Beda, Rome.  Please place this date in your diaries for 2014.  Details will be sent out after
the New Year.

Any other business
Prayers requested for our sick, retired and housebound members.  This was followed by
the celebration of the Mass of St Bede.  Afterwards a reception and dinner were enjoyed.
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Obituary 
Fr James Henry Brand (1935 – 2013)

Mgr Roderick Strange

In the summer of 2001 the Beda had been without a
resident spiritual director for the previous year.  Inquiries
had proved to be in vain, until one evening a visiting
bishop suggested that I ask Cardinal Cormac Murphy-
O’Connor whether Jim Brand might be available.  I wrote
to the Cardinal the next day and shortly afterwards Jim
contacted me.  He had been approached by the Cardinal,
he told me.  “Do you really want me to come?”  he asked.
Reassured, he visited the Beda in mid-May and then joined us for the following year.
The Cardinal suggested he might come for two years, but in fact he stayed for seven,
leaving in 2008.  I had known Jim since 1963, the year I arrived at the English College.
He was five years ahead of me, but ten years older as he had done his national service and
been to Oxford before coming to Rome.  We overlapped for two years at the Venerabile.
We were friends, but I had seen little of him in the intervening years.  It was good to
meet him again.

Jim was an imaginative man with an extraordinary range of gifts.  He loved to cook
and was usually extravagant.  His visit that May, before coming to the Beda, coincided
with the annual College barbecue, so we enjoyed the first of the fruit salads he always
made for the occasion in subsequent years; he always made far too much as well; but he
dreaded the idea that there would not be enough for everyone which was almost
symbolic of the abundant generosity that was so characteristic of him.  He was also a
gifted gardener.  During his years here, he loved to care for the garden which had quite
recently been redesigned.  He could often be seen wandering about, hose in hand,
sprinkling abundantly the shrubs and flowers he had lovingly planted.  Outside his room
on the third floor other seeds and plants were kept in store until the moment was right
for them to be planted outside.  And he was knowledgeable.  He knew about times and
seasons so that, for Bede’s Day, but especially for the diaconate ordination, he would have
tended the shallow soil along the wall to the right at the far end of the garden so skilfully
that the wall would be a triumph of colour from top to bottom.  And, of course, he was
a gifted musician.  With more effort, he once told me, but without conceit, he could
perhaps have been a concert pianist.  For some of the time he was here, he was the only
keyboard player in the community.  It was a blessing for us.  He would accompany our

Beda Review
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singing during the liturgy, but he would entertain us in the common room as well.  A
particular party-piece was to play something classical with great accomplishment, until
listeners suddenly realized Mozart had become “Colonel Bogey”.

These gifts, however, were not mere display.  They were placed at the service of the
Gospel.  Jim loved being a priest.  He used to say that nothing could make him give up
the priesthood.  A party-piece of another kind was a conference he would sometimes
give, uncovering, opening up, and finally playing the piano, as a way of illustrating the
blossoming and maturing of life in Christ.  He husbanded his gifts for a purpose.
During his Beda years they were also on display and appreciated through his regular
broadcasts on Vatican Radio.

As a member of staff, he brought wide experience to our meetings.  He had served
in parishes in Ogle Street, Garston, and Ashford; he had developed his catechetical skills
at Corpus Christi and afterwards been appointed to the Westminster Religious
Education Centre, eventually becoming Director; he had been Pastoral Director at All
Saints Pastoral Centre at London Colney; and from 1984 to 1990 he had been Spiritual
Director at Allen Hall.  He loved the coalface rather than the heights.  He liked to be in
the thick of things.  He was an astute judge of character.  And he was also great fun.
His conversation would be punctuated with stories and outbursts of laughter, though he
was not laughing when he came to tell me one day that, on a visit to Fiumicino to collect
a visitor to the College, he had lost the College car.  He had parked illegally and it had
been towed away. (It was reminiscent of the occasion, during his National Service, when
he was in command of a tank that ran out of petrol.  He left it in a field, but it was not
there when he returned.  That too, discovered by the Army authorities, had been towed
away.)

Jim wished to give of himself without reserve.  In one homily he preached here,
he declared that the only words he would want on his tomb were, “Spent with Love”.  He
cared passionately about those in need and tried always to encourage and support
everyone who came to him.  Sensitive himself, he could easily be hurt at times and feel
misunderstood.  He knew that.  And underlying the gifts there also lurked a thread of
insecurity.  For all the fun and laughter, the extravagance and exuberance, there was
something of the wounded healer about him.  It was perhaps what made him so
compassionate and effective a pastor. 

It seems appropriate that he should have died on 27 March, the Wednesday of
Holy Week, as the Sacred Triduum was about to begin.  May he rest in peace.

James Henry Brand, born 8 June 1935, priest of the Diocese of Westminster, ordained
on 12 July 1964, by Cardinal William Heard, died on 27 March 2013.

OB ITUARY
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Mgr. Roderick Strange (Rector) talks to visiting priests on the occasion of their jubilee 
celebrations, November, 2012

e Masters of Ceremony,yesterday and today: Tony Lappin (present MC), Shaun Richards, 
Patrick Daly and Tony Wood

Beda Review Photographs
2012-2013 Beda Review
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Student Dean Mansel Usher talks to our visiting priests on the occasion of their jubilee
celebrations, November 2012.

Mgr Roderick Strange and the Duke of Gloucester tour the College. 1 December , 2012.

BEDA REVI EW PHOTOGRAPHS 2012 -2013



A light-hearted moment: the Duke of Gloucester converses with Mgr. Roderick Strange (Rector),
and College students, 1 December 2012.

Richard Peel, Darien Sticklen, Laurence Gambella and Tony Lappin entertain the troops.
Christmas Concert, December 2012.

BEDA REVI EW PHOTOGRAPHS 2012 -2013
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Rev. Mansel Usher prepares to incense Pope Francis during mass in St Paul's Basilica.

A group of College students and staff at the end of the “Seven Churches Walk” 

BEDA REVI EW PHOTOGRAPHS 2012 -2013
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Pontifical Beda College Students
2012-2013
First Year
1. Bowder, William (Westminster)
2. Brett, Declan (Hallam)
3. Collier, Warren (Meath)
4. Dunglinson, Mark (Westminster)
5. Jones, Darren (Leeds)
6. Lappin, Anthony (Edinburgh)
7. McHugh, Paul (Birmingham)
8. McIlroy, Geoffrey (Melbourne)
9. Nwajoko, Humphrey (Nnewi)
10. Peel, Richard (Westminster)
11. Rucci, Mark (Perth)
12. Seery, Ronald (Westminster)
13. Smith, Albert (Castries)
14. Sticklen, Darien (Melbourne)

First Year External
1. Agak, Simon (IC)
2. Lobo, Patrick (OSB)

Second Year
1. Bagnall, John (Hexham & Newcastle)
2. Bakourebe, Lambert (Tamale)
3. Burke, David (Westminster)
4. Corry, Tom (Stockholm)
5. Ellis, Michael (Nottingham)
6. Epifano, Cosmas (OSB)
7. Fleming, Philip (Armidale)
8. McKay, Nathan (Cairns)
9. Montgomery, Tom (Westminster)
10. Murphy, Kevin (Salford)
11. Richards, Shaun (Westminster)
12. Rose, Jonathan (Nottingham)
13. Schaepman, Herman (Hertogenbosch)
14. Stevens, Tom (Sydney)
15 Tham, Oliver (OFM, Singapore)
16 Toohey, Patrick (Perth)
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Second Year External
1. Gillham, Paul (IC)

Third Year
1. Candy, Ralph (Plymouth)
2. Casey, David (Limerick)
3. Daly, Patrick (Brentwood)
4. Evans, Keith (Menevia)
5. Gambella, Laurence (Salford)
6. Hyland, John (Kildare & Leighlin)
7. Larkin, Barry (Ferns)
8. Mizzi, Paul (Malta)
9. Thomas, Manish (Santvana Community)
10. Underwood, Paul (Menevia)
11. Wheaton, Martin (Hexham & Newcastle)

Third Year External
1. Spiteri, Carmelo (OCD - Malta)

Fourth Year
1. Byrne, Dominic (Canberra & Goulburn)
2. Fernando, Luke (TOR)
3. Grainger, Simon (Melbourne)
4. Hall, Phillip (Leeds)
5. Hogan, Joseph (Killala)
6. Holloway, Joseph (Lismore)
7. Lafaele, Maselino (Samoa-Apia)
8. Lee, Paul (Edinburgh)
9. McGovern, Terence (Kildare & Leighlin)
10. Merrill, Charles (Birmingham, Alabama)
11. Rozitis, Peter (Adelaide)
12. Tate, Martin (Westminster)
13. Tatt, Leonard (Southwark)
14. Usher, Mansel (Menevia)
15. Wood, Anthony (Argyll and the Isles)

Resident Studying out
1. Vimalraj, Chris (Bangalore)
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Fourth Year External
1. Holela, Alfons (Ndanda Abbey)
2. Nkane, Titus (Ndanda Abbey)

Orthodox
1. Dawood, Aphrem (Assyrian Church of the East)
2. George, Jogy (Greek Orthodox Church)
3. George, Aji (Malankara Orth. Syrian Church)

PONTI F ICAL BEDA COLLEGE STUDENTS 2012-2013
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At the Papal Mass at Basilica San Paolo on 14 April 2013
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